Onion weed

Gorse
African boxthorn

Boneseed
Pampas grass

Bridal creeper
Serrated tussock

Bridal creeper is a Weed of National Significance (WONS) and it is a declared weed under the Tasmania’s Weed Management Act 1999. Landowners are
responsible under the Act to control the weed on their land. Failure to remove it could result in legal action. It is illegal to distribute the plant or its seeds
in any way. Also regarded as one of the worst weeds in Australia. It has been used as an ornamental plant and the foliage as a major constituent in
floral arrangements (bridal bouquets) for over 100 years.
Weed Impact:
Because of its extensive tuberous root system, it is able to withstand temporarily unsuitable weather conditions, and this also makes
it quite difficult to dig out;
Any tubers left in the ground will re-shoot;
It prefers moist gullies and sheltered positions. In woodlands it can completely cover and therefore dominate the native understorey;
Dense infestations smother native vegetation and weaken trees. The thick mat of underground tubers also inhibits the root growth
of other plants and prevents native plants from re-establishing.
Family: Asparagaceae
Type of plant: Climbing, perennial herb.
Flowers: Flowers are greenish-white and occur where the leaves meet the stem.
Fruit/seed: Black shiny seed is contained in the ripe, red berries.
Growth habit: Bridal creeper is a woody vine with sharply pointed, glossy green delicate leaves. It has an extensive tuberous root system.
The green stems twine around other vegetation for support, eventually smothering them. The stem has a zigzag appearance, changing its
direction at each node. It dies off over summer and reshoots in autumn/winter.
How it spreads: In bushland is usually spread by birds feeding on the fruit, and by earth moving equipment.
Distribution: Found mostly in northern Tasmania on or near the coast. Bridal creeper occurs occasionally on King Island, found mainly around
Currie, but also at City of Melbourne Bay and in gardens in the north. The Statutory Weed Management Plan Zone considers King Island a
Zone A – Eradication zone.
Control methods: Bridal creeper is very tricky to control. Improper practices may actually help spread the plant.
Optimum
Dos and don’ts of Bridal Creeper control
Control
time
Notes
Method
applicable
Dos:
For large infestations use a prescribed burn in autumn followed by application of
Get in early –large infestations are very difficult to eradicate;
BURNING
Autumn
herbicide.
Pull out or poison new infestations as soon as they are detected and before flowering;
Once plant is correctly identified, treat with registered herbicide. In large
For large infestations, plan your control program;
infestations, apply after a prescribed fire in autumn when growth is most vigorous.
Check a controlled infestation regularly over several years in case of regrowth;
Avoid contact with desirable plants or soil near tree root zones. In orchards, spot
Follow up control including hand-removal and/or herbicide where necessary;
spray with recommended herbicide. A mix of Glyphosate (Roundup®), MetsulfuronDispose of any removed material carefully – extracted material must be placed in a black
HERBICIDE
Sept - Oct
Methyl (Brushoff® or Associate®), Pulse and Dye (essential) has proven to work on
bag and left out in a sunny spot to “cook” the tubers. Dispose material after 2-3 months
KI. N.B. Always check the herbicide label before use. Information on available brands
through local kerbside or directly into rubbish tip as root material can survive being dried
containing the herbicide you require should be obtained from a reputable herbicide supplier
for long periods, and seeds should not be composted or mulched;
or the APVMA website at www.apvma.gov.au
Use a dye marker with the herbicide to minimize missed plants and prevent over spraying.
All year
Remove isolated plants before seeding. Be sure to remove all underground
PHYSICAL
Hygiene - ensure machinery and equipment is washed down between sites;
round
rhizomes and tubers. In orchards, prune lower limbs to provide access under trees.
Don’ts:
Biological control will not eradicate bridal creeper, but can be used in conjunction
Don’t rely on one attempt at removal – follow up is essential;
BIO
with other control methods. Biological control agents that have been released in
July
Don’t let it seed;
CONTROL
Australia include the bridal creeper leafhopper, a rust fungus (existent on KI), and a
Don’t dump bridal creeper material;
leaf beetle.
Don’t compost or mulch root material as rhizome and root material can reshoot;
All year
Sheep grazing can provide some control to prevent seeding under trees in remnant
GRAZING
Don’t plant bridal creeper in your garden!
round
vegetation, woodlots and shelterbelts.
Note: For more information please read the “Asparagus weed – Best practice management
Slashing the stems and foliage may prevent fruit production and deplete root
manual”. You can find it in the following website:
MECHANICAL
reserves, but must be continued over several years in the absence of other
http://www.weeds.org.au/WoNS/bridalcreeper/docs/Asparagus_Weeds_BPMM-intro.pdf
treatments

Bridal Creeper tubers

Bridal Creeper bush infestation

Photo by: Hanky Helper

can be applied this month to control Bridal Creeper
Onion Weed
Pampas Grass and Blackberry
Source: Photograph courtesy of DPIPWE

Pampas is a declared weed in Tasmania under the Tasmanian Weed Management Act 1999. It is landholder responsibility under the Act to control it and failure to
do it may result in legal action. Importation, sale and distribution are prohibited in Tasmania.
Pampas is an aggressive environmental weed. It was introduced in 1800s as an ornamental, for fodder (very palatable), windbreaks and soil stabilizer.
There are three species of pampas in Tasmania and King Island: Common pampas grass (Cortaderia selloana), Pink pampas (C. jubata) and Toe toe (C. richardii).
Weed Impact
It occurs in coastal and bushland vegetation, silvicultural operations, quarries, neglected areas, road and rail corridors, creek and swamp verges;
Pampas are aggressive colonizers, usually spread from specimens in gardens or windbreaks.
It out-competes native plants for nutrients, water and light and over time becomes bigger and more numerous. It forms dense stands that exclude most
other ground flora and seriously impede overstorey recruitment by not allowing tree seeds to grow;
Problematic for the forestry industry, and can impede access along roads, walking tracks and coastal recreational areas;
It provides nesting sites for European wasps and other pest animals;
Leaves easily cut skin and cause irritation when handled;
It is highly inflammable, consequently a significant fire hazard.
Source: http://www.herbiguide.com.au
Family: Poaceae
Type of plant: large, long-lived, robust, tussock-forming, perennial grass.
Flowers: Common pampas – flowers are 30-90cm long and white to pink-mauve. Pink pampas – flowers are 30-90cm long and purple (fades to brown).
NZ pampas or Toe toe – flowers are also 30-90cm long sparse and pale gold.
Fruit and seed: Pale straw to brown seeds. Seed 2-3 mm long. Up to 100,000 seeds per flower head. Seeds are only viable for 2 years!!
Growth habit: Perennial plant that tolerates a wide range of environmental conditions. It does especially well in wet conditions. It grows over 3 meters
high. Roots grow to a depth of 3 m with a spread up to 4 m, helping established plants to tolerate extended dry spells.
How it spreads: All species reproduce by seed and rhizomes. The Common pampas is gynodecious (separate female and bisexual plants). Female plants
require cross pollination by bisexual plants. The Pink pampas are female and apomictic (can reproduce without being fertilized). The NZ pampas are female
and bisexual. Female plants require cross pollination by bisexual plants. Seeds are light and can be windblown up to 25km. Seeds can also spread by water
machinery, animals, slashing and clothing. Rhizomes are dispersed by machinery, soil, garden refuse and during removal.
Distribution: Common pampas (C. selloana) is by far the most widespread and prevalent of the three species in Tasmania. On KI, Common pampas is widely
distributed and the other two species are mainly found in Grassy at this stage.
Control
Optimum
Notes
Dos and don’ts of pampas control:
Method
time
applicable
Dos:
It can be burned to reduce mass and prevent flowering. Plants can regrow so follow up is essential.
BURNING
Winter
Plan your program, this can save you time and money;
Pampas is high inflammable and care is needed when burning.
Use a combination of different control methods;
Mechanical removal is considered to be the most effective form of permanent control. Plants are best
The key to controlling the spread of pampas is preventing flowering;
removed after rain. Small plants can be dug out by hand pulling or digging with a mattock. Ensure root
Be sure to eradicate every last plant;
material is removed to prevent regrowth. Plants can be slashed with a brushcutter to make root removal
Remove all root material in the ground;
PHYSICAL
All year
with mattock easier. For larger plants use machinery like excavators to remove the whole plant (wash
Revisit the site and use follow up treatments;
REMOVAL
round
down afterwards!!). Flower heads should be cut and removed as soon as they appear and prior to any
Coordinate your control program with neighbouring landholders;
physical removal to avoid spread of seeds. Flower heads should be securely bagged and disposed or
Consider the impact of the control methods on off-target plants;
burned. Removed material should be burned or buried more than 1 meter deep. Plants can also be left
Hygiene - ensure machinery and equipment is washed down
upside down with roots exposed to die. Never dump live pampas with root material as it can regrow.
between sites.
GRAZING/
All year
As young pampas plants are palatable to stock, regrowth may be controlled by grazing. Minimize seed
REPLANTING
round
dispersal by removing any flowering stems before grazing. Revegetate the area.
Don’ts:
Herbicide effectiveness can be improved by removing old dead foliage by burning or slashing. Examples
Don’t introduce pampas to pampas-free areas (e.g. by failing to wash
All year
of commercial products are: Round-up Biactive ®, Weedmaster®, Round-up PowerMax®.
SPRAYING
down machinery and equipment between sites).
round
N.B. Always check the herbicide label before use. Information on available brands containing the herbicide you
require should be obtained from a reputable herbicide supplier or the APVMA website at www.apvma.gov.au

HYGIENE

All year
round

Pampas can be easily spread by machinery. Care must be taken to ensure good hygienic practices.

Note: For more information please see the following website:
www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/weeds

Pampas grass controlled
chemically, King Island

Onion Weed
Pampas grass and Blackberry

Pampas grass re-shooting after
chemical control, King Island

Pampas grass in flower,
King Island

Ragwort is a declared weed under the Tasmanian Weed Management Act 1999. It is landholder’s responsibility to control ragwort on their land. Failure to do it
could result in legal action. Importation, sale and distribution are prohibited in Tasmania.
Ragwort is a serious pasture weed and is a widespread weed of agriculture. It also spreads into native vegetation.
Weed Impact:
It can cause significant loss of pasture production. Once established it is extremely competitive with pasture species;
It readily invades poorly managed pasture, degraded and disturbed areas;
It is poisonous to all types of stock, although older sheep and some breeds of sheep are less affected. Most grazing animals avoid eating the plant
unless there is a shortage of green feed. However, dead and dried ragwort plants are very attractive to cattle and horses and poisoning can occur
when it contaminates hay or silage. Single animals may become addicted to ragwort and search it out resulting in poisoning and death.
Family: Asteraceae
Type of plant: Herbaceous biennial. Plants usually flower in their second year and then die. Control methods that damage the plant but do not kill it tend to
encourage the plant to become perennial and flower in successive years.
Flowers: Large heads of yellow, daisy like flowers in spring, early summer.
Fruit/seed: Small seeds are attached to a feathery pappus.
Growth habit: In its first year appears as a flat rosette of deep green wavy leaves. The base of the leaves is typically purplish in colour. At the flowering stage,
the leaves of the rosette die off to be replaced by an upright bush with deeply lobed leaves. The bush can grow from 0.5m to 2m in height.
How it spreads: One plant may produce up to 250,000 seeds/year. The small seeds can be dispersed on animal coats, in soil on vehicles and machinery and in
hay. Although the pappus attached to the seed can allow the seed to be blown up to a kilometer or more, most wind dispersed seed falls within 20 meters of
the parent plant. The seeds are often carried by water along drainage lines. On King Island it is widely dispersed by wind and water.
Distribution: Ragwort is widely distributed throughout the grazing areas of Tasmania. On King Island it is considered common on the southeast and occasional
in the rest of the island. The Statutory Weed Management Plan considers King Island a Zone B – Containment zone.
Control
Optimum
Notes
Method
time
Source: http://www.herbiguide.com.au
applicable
Pasture improvement is an essential part of any control program. A dense vigorous
pasture reduces the opportunity for ragwort to establish and spread. Where ragwort is
Dos and don’ts of ragwort control
CULTIVATION All Year round
well established, the area should be cropped for at least one year before resowing to
pasture.
Dos:
Slashing is only a temporary measure to delay flowering. It will not control ragwort.
Plan your control program, this will save you time and money;
SLASHING
Dec - Mar
Only do it when not seeding!!
Maintain a dense and vigorous pasture to prevent ragwort establishing;
Sheep can be used to graze and suppress ragwort. Sheep will graze ragwort at both the
Consider cropping a paddock infested with ragwort to reduce infestation;
GRAZING
May - Dec
rosette and flowering stages; however the plant is toxic and sheep should not graze for
Seek a vendor declaration to identify weeds which may be presented in
more than two seasons on ragwort.
purchased feed and grain;
Biological control will not eradicate ragwort, but can be used in conjunction with other
Use a dedicated feedout area to avoid spread of weeds;
BIO CONTROL
Jan – Mar
control methods. Biological control agents that have been released in Tasmania include
Hygiene - ensure machinery and equipment is washed down between sites.
the ragwort flea beetle, the stem and crown boring moth, and the ragwort plume moth.
With both hand pulling and grubbing, you must ensure the whole crown of the plants is
Don’ts:
GRUBBING
Jul - Mar
taken from the ground. Where plants are flowering, these should be collected and
Don’t introduce ragwort to ragwort free areas (e.g. by failing to wash down
burnt or placed in a plastic bag and disposing of it appropriately, as seeds can develop
machinery and equipment between sites);
PULLING
Jan - Mar
from these plants even after they have been pulled from the ground.
Don’t rely on slashing to remove ragwort – plants quickly resprout;
A number of herbicides are registered for use on ragwort in Tasmania. Herbicides may
Don’t expose stock to dense ragwort infestations in case of poisoning.
be applied by boom, spot spray or wiping equipment, or as granules, depending on the
herbicide and the density and extent of the infestation. Herbicides are most effective at
Autumn &
HERBICIDE
the seedling or rosette stage when plants are actively growing. Take careful note of the
Note: For more information please read the “Ragwort Control Guide”. You can find it in
Spring
stock withholding periods following spray. N.B. Always check the herbicide label before use.
the following website: http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/LBUNInformation on available brands containing the herbicide you require should be obtained from a
reputable herbicide supplier or the APVMA website at www.apvma.gov.au
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Spraying ragwort in the bush,
King Island

Ragwort rosete

Blackberry, Ragwort, Boxthorn, Asparagus fern and Gorse
Blackberry

Asparagus fern is a Weed of National Significance (WONS) and a declared weed in Tasmania under the Tasmanian Weed Management Act 1999. Landholders are
responsible under the Act to control it. Failure to do it could result in legal action. It is illegal to distribute the plant or its seeds in any way.
It is a serious environmental weed. Also known as climbing asparagus. It is a close relative of bridal creeper, bridal veil and ground or basket asparagus.
Weed impact:
Wide tolerance range – grows in disturbed and undisturbed forests, in deep or semi-shade and in wet and dry forest;
It is an aggressive plant, producing underground tubers which form dense impenetrable mats;
It competes with native plants for nutrients, light and space;
It has the potential to seriously impact on Australia’s biodiversity.
Family: Asparagaceae
Type of plant: Perennial twining vine. It has a dark green scale like leaves 5-15mm long and 0.5-1.5mm wide.
Flowers: White to pink, up to 4 mm long and topped by yellow anthers. Flowers winter to spring.
Fruit/seed: Seeds are black and usually solitary in orange-red berries.
Growth habit: As a climber, it scrambles across the ground and over small shrubs forming dense tangled masses. It also climbs trees up to 5 meters high.
It has a wide tolerance range, growing on a variety of soils including sand. It does not dye off in summer.
How it spreads: Birds (blackbirds are probably the main disperses of seeds), water, earth moving machinery, vehicles and shoes. The most prominent dispersers
of asparagus fern are humans. The dumping of garden rubbish into bush and roadsides, sales at markets and nurseries and the exchange of plants all contribute
to the dispersal of this attractive but highly invasive plant.
Distribution: Native of South Africa. Found mostly in northern Tasmania on or near the coast. The most severe infestations occur on King Island and around Bridport.
It’s considered common in central and southern parts of KI. The Statutory Weed Management Plan considers KI a Zone A – Eradication zone.
Control
Method

HERBICIDE

PHYSICAL
REMOVAL

BURNING

Optimum time
applicable

Winter to early
spring

Winter

Late summer to
early autumn –
subject to fire
restrictions

Notes

Dos and don’ts of Asparagus fern control

A mix of Glyphosate (Roundup®), Metsulfuron-Methyl (Brushoff® or
Associate®), Pulse® and Dye (essential) has proven to work on KI.

Dos
Get in early – large infestations are very difficult to eradicate;
Pull out or poison new infestations;
For large infestations, plan your control program – save time and money;
Check an infestation regularly to prevent regrowth;
Follow up control – hand removal and/or herbicide if necessary;
Dispose of any removed root material carefully as it can survive dried for long periods (leaf
and stem material will not reshoot);
Use a dye marker with herbicide;
Hygiene - ensure machinery and equipment is washed down between sites.

N.B. Always check the herbicide label before use. Information on available brands
containing the herbicide you require should be obtained from a reputable
herbicide supplier or the APVMA website at www.apvma.gov.au

Slashing – stems and leaves before late winter flowering may prevent fruit
production, but will not eradicate an infestation.
Dug out – Single asparagus fern plants can be carefully dug out, especially
small seedlings, and burned before they flower. Ensure that all the root
system is removed. Destroy all materials by burning or bagging and deep
burial (>1 m depth).
Physical removal of large infestations is virtually impossible due to the
extensive mats of tubers.
Fire can assist in controlling large infestations.
Burning in late summer and early autumn can remove all understorey
vegetation and improve access for later spraying.
As well as improving the effectiveness of herbicide application, fire may
help to destroy asparagus fern seed and the dense tuber mat.
Always follow up burning with other control methods.

Source: http://www.herbiguide.com.au

Don’ts
Don’t plant Asparagus fern as an ornamental in your garden;
Don’t let new infestations get established;
Don’t rely on one attempt at removal – follow up is essential;
Don’t let it seed;
Don’t compost or mulch root materials as rhizome fragments can reshoot.
Note: For more information please read the “Asparagus weed – Best practice management
manual”. You can find it in the following website:
http://www.weeds.org.au/WoNS/bridalcreeper/docs/Asparagus_Weeds_BPMM-intro.pdf

Dead Asparagus fern, King
Island

Asparagus fern in the bush, King
Island

Blackberry, Serrated tussock, Ragwort, Boxthorn, Asparagus fern and Gorse
Blackberry

Gorse is a Weed of National Significance (WONS) and a declared weed in Tasmania under the Tasmanian Weed Management Act 1999. Landholders are
responsible under the Act to control the weed. Failure to do it may result in legal action. Importation, sale and distribution are prohibited in Tasmania.
It is regarded as one of the worst weeds in Australia because of its invasiveness, potential for spread, and economic and environmental impacts.
Weed Impact:
It is a major agricultural weed in Tasmania and is increasingly becoming a threat as an environmental weed in parks and bush lands;
In pastoral areas it provides shelter for pests, increases the risk of bushfires because of its flammability, reduces access by forming dense
thickets and dramatically reduces stocking rates;
It’s a very competitive plant, producing such a dense canopy that the lack of light severely limits the growth of other plants;
Once established, it competes strongly with native vegetation and reduces biodiversity;
Mature plants will shoot from damaged or burnt stems and roots;
Once established in an area, Gorse is difficult to eradicate due to the long term viability of seed stored in the soil;
Control costs are often high (initial costs between $415 and $1700/ha depending on size and density of infestation and ongoing follow up required).
Family: Fabaceae.
Type of plant: Evergreen, woody shrub.
Flowers: Bright yellow pea flowers can be produced all year but are more prolific in late winter to spring and in autumn.
Fruit/seed: Hairy black pods produce 2 to 6 seeds each, which are green to brown in colour.
Growth habit: Gorse is a prickly, perennial, evergreen shrub, if left undisturbed will, in favorable conditions grow to a height and diameter of 2-3 meters in
4-5 years;
How it spreads: A mature infestation can produce up to 6 million seeds and disperse them for a distance up to 5 meters. Gorse infestations spread rapidly,
particularly when growing along water courses. Seeds can survive for at least 25 years. If allowed to grow and spread unchecked, the weed can quickly
smother large areas making them totally inaccessible. It can colonise poorer soils and cover large hilly areas and stony ground where control is difficult and
expensive. Near building and fence lines it constitutes a serious fire hazard during summer.
Distribution: Gorse is widely distributed in Tasmania and it is present in some agricultural areas on King Island, especially around the
Source: http://www.herbiguide.com.au
Old Grassy Rd/Mt Stanley area, but has also spread to other parts of the island, most likely on bulldozers, etc..
Control Method
Optimum time
Notes
Dos and don’ts of Gorse control
applicable

CULTIVATION

Jan – Apr & Aug Nov

GRAZING (goats
only)

Mar-Apr & Aug Nov

MULCHING

May – Sept

TREE PLANTING

All year round

HERBICIDE

Sept-Mar

HYGIENE

All year round

A late summer early autumn cultivation will increase seedling germination of
gorse. This cultivation is then followed by a later cultivation to kill the
germinated seedlings.
Most important periods for grazing are April to July and September to
November when gorse is in flower. Grazing will reduce flowering and seedling.
The use of goats on burnt gorse has controlled infestations.
Follow up of new seedlings is required after this.
In certain areas, the establishment of trees forming a canopy will give long term
control of gorse.
Apply herbicides when plants are actively growing (during spring to early
summer and after autumn rain). Check for regrowth in 12 months. Do not spray
when plants are in full flower or when bees are active.

Dos
Plan your control program, this will save time and money in the long term;
Use a combination of different control methods;
Consider the impact of the control methods on other plants;
Revisit the site and follow-up treatment every year;
Coordinate your control program with neighbouring landholders;
For large infestations, tackle the smaller, outlying patches first. The larger
infestations can be tackled later;
Hygiene - ensure machinery and equipment is washed down between sites.

N.B. Always check the herbicide label before use. Information on available brands
containing the herbicide you require should be obtained from a reputable herbicide
supplier or the APVMA website at www.apvma.gov.au

Don’ts
Don’t introduce gorse to gorse-free areas;
Never burn gorse without follow up treatment of regrowth;
Don’t burn gorse in or next to native vegetation.

Gorse can be easily spread by machinery especially along roadsides. Care must
be taken to ensure good hygienic practices in gorse infested areas. Some steps –
any road grading equipment should work from clean areas into infested areas
and then be cleaned on the infested area. All quarries and gravel dumps should
be kept free of any environmental weeds.

Note: For more information please read the “Gorse National Best Practice Manual”. You
can find it in the following website:
http://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/What_We_Do/OurStrategiesPlansandRep/index.aspx?ite
mDetails=372&cId=MasterSPR

Gorse – Chemical control,
King Island

Blackberry, Serrated tussock, Ragwort, Boxthorn and Gorse
Boneseed

Gorse on a fence-line, King Island

Gorse after mechanical control, King Island

KARO (Pittosporum crassifolium)
Karo is an environmental weed.
Description: Karo is a small tree or shrub native to New Zealand. Mature trees grow to about 5 meters (16ft) in height. It has dense dark
gray-green leathery foliage and is and early colonizer. Karo is very tough and adaptable, tolerating a wide range of situations and soils, able to
withstand high winds and salt spray, fact that makes it a high competitor with other natives.
Flowers: Clusters of small red-purple flowers appear in spring.
Fruit/seeds: Flowers develop into seed pods that split to expose the sticky seeds.
Weed impact: On King Island Karo is being used as an alternative edge, due to its quickly growth and resistance to adverse conditions.
It can be found in many gardens on the island and it is becoming a high threat to other native shrubs, especially if escapes into native bush areas.
Weed control: Hand-pull small plants. Cut and paint larger plants.

COTONEASTER (Cotoneaster glaucophyllus)
Cotoneaster is an environmental weed. It is naturalized to Tasmania and known to be a major problem in the state.
Description: Small tree, up to 5 meters, with many steams and green-red oval leaves.
Flowers: Spring-summer – large clusters of strongly scented small white/cream flowers.
Fruit/seeds: February – August – heavy clusters of red berries each with two seeds.
Dispersal: Birds and dumped garden waste. Will sucker from base if cut down.
Weed impact: Competes with native species in a variety of native bush communities. Fruit are poisonous in large amounts.
Weed control: hand pull small seedlings; cut and paint larger shrubs (best applied in spring-early summer). Material with semi-ripe or ripe
fruit should be disposed of safely. Small plants (less than 2 meters) can be sprayed with non-selective herbicides

These are some great examples of native plants that can be used as replacements for Karo and Cotoneaster

Cheesewood or Tallowood
(Pittosporum bi-color)

Dolly bush
(Cassinia aculeata)

Musk daisy bush
(Olearia argophylla)

Native hop
(Dodonaea viscosa)

Karo seeds

Blackberry, Willows, Serrated tussock, Boxthorn and Gorse
Boneseed
Cotoneaster

Cotoneaster adult plant, King Island

Serrated tussock is a Weed of National Significance (WONS) and a declared weed under the Tasmanian Weed Management Act 1999. It is your
responsibility to control it in your land and failure to do it may result in legal action. It is illegal to distribute the plant or its seeds in any way. It is regarded as
one of the worst weeds in Australia because of its invasiveness, potential of spread, and economic and environmental impacts.
Weed impact:
It is an aggressive, invasive perennial grass with the ability to survive under dry conditions;
It is a weed of grazing lands with poor soil fertility and low rainfall. It invades dry coastal vegetation, grasslands and open woodlands;
Is unpalatable and rarely eaten by stock. It has no nutritional value and stock who can only access serrated tussock will quickly lose condition and
in extreme cases, when stock are forced to eat it, will starve to death despite having a full stomach;
Dense infestations can completely dominate pasture, making it incapable of supporting livestock;
Family: Poaceae
Type of plant: Perennial, tussock forming grass.
Flowers: Flower stalks usually appear in spring (although they can appear earlier or later, depending on water availability). The flowering heads are
Source: http://www.herbiguide.com.au
carried on slender stalks slightly longer than the leaves. A tussock in full flower in early summer presents a distinctly purple appearance due to the large
number of purple florets.
Fruit/Seed: Each floret produces one seed, 2mm long, pale straw coloured, with a tuft of short hairs at the base and a long, slender, twisted awn from the tip.
Growth habit: Young plants are erect and densely tufted with tightly inrolled leaves. As the plant grows to maturity, the later leaves become longer, the tips
turning to brownish green or, in winter, bleached straw colour. Leaves at all growth stages feel rough or serrated if the finger and thumb are drawn down the
blade. Grows to 50cm in height and can occupy 75 sq cm.
How it spreads: When the seeds are ripe the flower stalk becomes very brittle, strong wind breaks it off and the whole seed head is blown along until it lodges
against some obstacle. As the seed head dries out, the seeds are released and fall to the ground to begin a new colony. In Tasmania human activities have been
responsible for the introduction and spreading the weed. The tuft of basal hair and the awn of the seed allow it to catch on the fleece of sheep. It may also be
picked up in mud, on the hooves of livestock, on cultivating implements, in vehicle tyres, in firewood, or on humans.
Distribution: Currently there are an estimated 3,000 ha of affected land in Tasmania, restricted to the Clarence, Sorrel, Tasman and King Island municipalities.
It occurs occasionally on King Island in the Red Hut/Colliers Swamp area, but community should watch for it across the island to ensure it hasn’t escaped this
area. The Statutory Weed management Plan considers King Island a Zone A – Eradication zone.
Dos and don’ts Serrated Tussock control
Control
Optimum time
Notes
Dos
Method
applicable
Plan your control program – this will save you time and $$$;
For high infestations it may help to control the weed. It will not kill it but, if carried out in
BURNING
Winter
PREVENT! Is the cheapest and most effective means of control;
winter can stop most plants from setting seed. It will also reduce the fire hazard.
Learn to identify serrated tussock;
Cultivation, cropping and pasture improvement can help control ST. It reduces the seed
Use a combination of different control methods;
CULTIVATION
reserves available to germinate. Seedlings cannot emerge from being buried below 2cm.
Once you start a control program, make sure you complete it and do not give
&
Mouldboard ploughing and disc ploughing are successful in burying the seed. Phalaris and
Summer
up!
REPLACEMENT
cocksfoot are two of the most useful grass species to compete against ST. Also sow a
Place stock which have grazed on ST in a holding paddock to allow evacuation of
mixture of subclover cultivars.
any faeces containing seeds;
BOOM/ AERIAL
Serrated tussock can be boom or aerial sprayed with Flupropanate. Flupropanate will not
Establish tree belts or phalaris barriers along boundaries with infested
SPRAYING
Oct - Feb
work in drought conditions. N.B. Always check the herbicide label before use.
properties to help reduce the amount of seed blowing into your property;
Summer &
For small infestations (less than 20%), goats can graze serrated tussock and can control the
GRAZING
Keep pastures vigorous and manage grazing so that no bare patches develop;
Autumn
weed. Avoid grazing if new pasture has been established.
For large infestations, progressively destroy the weed in manageable blocks;
Spot spraying and chipping is used to remove isolated or small patches of plants. The most
Hygiene - ensure machinery and equipment is washed down between sites.
common herbicide is Glyphosate (450g @ 8ml/L) + pulse (2ml/L water). Plants should be
CHIPPING OR
sprayed until completely wet. For small infestations and isolated tussocks, chip tussocks
SPOT
Any
Don’ts
with mattock preferably before the tussock set seed. Do not chip out large patches of
SPRAYING
Don’t let serrated tussock establish or control measures become expensive and
serrated tussock where a seed bank has built up (any disturbance will cause germination
difficult.
of the seeds).
Note:
For more information please read the “National Best Practice Management
Dense tree plantings that provide good shade can kill serrated tussock. Windbreaks also
Manual
– Serrated Tussock”. You can find it in the following website:
play a role in trapping serrated tussock seed and preventing them from blowing any
TREES
http://www.weeds.org.au/WoNS/serratedtussock/docs/stbpmm.pdf
further.

Serrated Tussock on KI

Serrated Tussock after treatment

Blackberry, Willows, Serrated tussock, Boxthorn and Gorse
Boneseed
Photo by ACT Parks & Conservation Service

Most species of willow are Weeds of National Significance (WONS) and declared weeds under the Tasmanian Weed Management Act 1999. Landholders are responsible for
its control and failure to do it can result in legal action. The importation, sale and distribution of willows are prohibited in Tasmania. They are among the worst weeds in
Australia. There are more than 300 types of willows in the world and more than 30 of these are naturally growing and spreading across Australia.
Weed impact
Increase erosion and flooding – Willows form thickets which divert water outside the main watercourse or channel, causing flooding and erosion,
particularly along small, narrow rivers.
Reduce quality and flow of water – In contrast to native evergreens, willows drop all their leaves at once in autumn creating a flush of organic matter,
reducing water quality and available oxygen, and directly threatening aquatic plants and animals.
Reduce availability of water - Willows growing in the water can consume substantially more water than river red gums on the riverbank.
Reduce habitat available for fish, birds, frogs, insects, mammals and reptiles – The dense summer shade cover of willows combined with their
impenetrable root system greatly inhibits the growth of land and water plants.
Obstruct access to streams for fishing and aquatic activities – Willows form dense root mats and stems that mat into the river.
Damage nearby infrastructure – Willow wood is lighter than Australian woods. Therefore whereas native woods tend to sink where they fall, willow
wood floats. The wood can easily drift and take root downstream or accumulate and cause damage to downstream infrastructure.
Willows in Tasmania: There are a large number of willow species in Tasmania, including many hybrid species (hybrids are a cross between two closely related
species). Crack willow (Salix fragilis var. fragilis) is the most common. Only male Crack willow plants occur in Tasmania. There are other willow taxa that do not
occur in Tasmania but represent a high threat due to their history on the Australian mainland (e.g. Salix nigra). There is also a risk that male crack willow will
hybridize with other more localized willow species in Tasmania which include female plants, leading to hybrid plants that can then spread by viable seed.

Male catkin

Female catkin

Growth habit: It is an erect tree growing up to 20 meters tall in rivers and watercourses. It has a prolific root system. The stem divides many times at or near ground level.
Male flower
Female flower
Type of plant: Deciduous tree.
Flowers/leaves: Male flowers in 6-10 cm catkins. Leaves usually between 8-18cm long.
Fruit/seeds: Tasmanian Crack willows are a male clone and it does not seem to hybridize quickly with any other willows.
How it spreads: Spread by seed – some can cross breed readily and spread by seed up to 100km. The ability to spread large distances by seed highlights the
need to coordinate action across regions and states. Spread by branches/layering – many willows readily reproduce by twigs breaking off and forming new trees
downstream or by layering, where trunks collapse or branches hang down and form new roots where they touch the soil. Twigs can spread many kilometers
before growing at a new location.
Distribution of willow (Salix sp.)on KI: Willows are localized to a few sites such as Sea Elephant River and Loorana Rivers, North Road, Grassy Road and
Bischoffs Rd. There is a need to investigate infestations as not all populations and willow species are identified on King Island.
Control
Optimum time
Notes
Dos and don’ts of willow control:
Method
applicable
Dos:
Steam injection – The best suited of all herbicide applications. It is a slower and
Seek advice if you think you have a willows problem and plan your control program;
more laborious method, it is an important option for avoiding chemical runoff and
If you are dealing with seeding willows, make sure you act immediately as they pose
protecting native vegetation. It is suitable to large trees.
the highest threat;
Cut-stump – Should only be used to kill willows that can be easily and safely
Coordinate your control program with neighbouring landholders;
Summer
disposed
of
(e.g.
smaller
specimens).
CHEMICAL
Take into account the impacts of your control activities on the stream as a whole, and
Foliar spraying – spraying the entire plant. Should only be used to kill willows less
CONTROL
on those living downstream;
Autumn
than 2 m tall before the start of leaf fall and where herbicides will not affect native
Consider using a combination of different control methods for large infestations;
plants or make contact with water bodies.
Revisit and inspect the site/s and ensure follow up is undertaken;
N.B. Always check the herbicide label before use. Information on available brands
Hygiene - ensure machinery and equipment is washed down between sites.
containing the herbicide you require should be obtained from a reputable herbicide supplier
or the APVMA website at www.apvma.gov.au
Don’ts:
Hand pulling – Pull regularly all seedlings less than 0.5m tall (and rooted branches).
Don’t take too much at one time – small steps at the time;
Late summer
MECHANICAL
Large machinery – Use excavators or bulldozers to remove larger trees and root
Note:
For more information please read the “Willow Management Guide”. You can find it
REMOVAL
systems only in dry areas. In wet areas bulldozers push broken branches into the
in
the
following
website:
Winter
ground and thus generate numerous new plants.
http://www.weeds.gov.au/publications/guidelines/wons/pubs/salix.pdf

Willows, North Rd - King Island

Willows, North Rd - King Island

Willows, Serrated Tussock, Boxthorn and Gorse
Boneseed

Blackberry is a Weed of National Significance (WONS) and a declared weed in Tasmania under the Tasmanian Weed Management Act 1999. Landholders are
responsible for its control. Failure to do it can result in legal action. Importation, sale and distribution are prohibited in Tasmania. It is regarded as one of the
worst weeds in Australia because of its invasiveness, potential for spread, and economic and environmental impacts.
There are at least 9 “species” of blackberry in Tasmania.
Weed impact:
It reduces pasture production, restricts access to water and land and provide food and shelter for pest animals like cats, starlings and blackbirds;
It normally invades disturbed sites such as cleared roadsides, creeks, forestry coups and fence lines and quickly becomes the dominant plant;
It is a very competitive plant, producing such a dense canopy that the lack of light severely limits the growth of other plants;
Young sheep and goats can get tangled up in the canes and die of thirst and hunger;
It increases fire hazards caused by the large amount of dead material present in blackberry thickets. Where heavy infestations occur, there is a
substantial decrease in property value;
Control costs are often high.
Family: Rosaceae
Type of plant: Plants are perennial and may be deciduous depending on local conditions
Flowers: White to pink clusters in spring and summer.
Fruit/Seed: Purple-black berries in late summer to autumn.
Growth Habit: Blackberry canes are long and thorny and grow in thickets. Canes can grow up to 7 meters in length and thickets can extend to hundreds of square
meters in area. Canes die off after 2 to 3 years but are usually retained in the thickets making them largely impenetrable. The plant is restricted to temperature
climates with an annual rainfall of at least 700mm.
How it spreads: Seed are spread by animals (birds and mammals), and water. Canes may put down roots where their tips touch the ground producing new plants.
New shoots can grow from root fragments.
Distribution: Blackberry occurs occasionally on King Island. The Statutory Weed Management Plan Zone considers King Island a Zone A – Eradication zone.
Control
Optimum
Notes
Method
time
applicable
Dos and don’ts of blackberry control:
Slashing and burning is only a temporary measure, but useful in providing access for
BURNING
Mar-Oct
other control measures.
Dos:
SLASHING
All year round
Plan your control program, this will save you time and money in the long term;
Goats readily eat blackberries and are capable of destroying large infestations. Sheep
are useful to some extent as they eat the seedlings and young top growth. Pigs will dig
Consider the impact of your control methods on off target species, especially if
GRAZING
All year round
herbicides are used;
out the roots. Cattle exert little or no grazing pressure on blackberries and are relatively
ineffective in controlling them.
Act early: for new infestations, eradicate before the plants reach the flowering stage.
The rust Phragmidium violaceum is prevalent throughout Tasmania. The susceptibility
Carefully time your use of herbicide for best results;
of blackberries to the rust varies markedly with species, habitat and seasonal
Coordinate your control program with neighbours landholders;
BIO CONTROL
Nov - Jan
conditions. In most cases, the rust will not provide adequate control. A more virulent
Revisit and regularly inspect the site and ensure follow up is undertaken;
strain of the rust is being trialed in mainland states.
Use a combination of different control methods;
Physical removal of the crowns and much of the root system by grubbing, cultivation or
Cultivate – competition will prevent the spread of blackberries on grazing land;
bulldozing is effective. This needs to be repeated to destroy any regrowth of the
Hygiene - ensure machinery and equipment is washed down between sites.
GRUBBING
All year round
blackberry from root fragments. Control of the seedlings and regrowth of the root
Don’ts:
fragments will need to be done for 1-2 seasons following primary treatment.
Don’t introduce blackberry to blackberry-free areas (e.g. by failing to wash down
There are five herbicides registered for use on blackberries in Tasmania: triclypor,
machinery and equipment between sites);
amitrole, glyphosate, hexazinone and metsulfuron. Apply herbicides to healthy plants
Don’t burn blackberry without follow up treatment of regrowth or in native vegetation.
(flowering to fruiting period)
Note: For more information please read the “Blackberry Control Manual” and
SPRAYING
Sept- Jan
N.B. Always check the herbicide label before use. Information on available brands containing
“Blackberry Control Brochure”. You can find it in the following website:
the herbicide you require should be
http://www.weeds.org.au/WoNS/blackberry/
obtained from a reputable herbicide supplier or the APVMA website at www.apvma.gov.au

North Road, King Island

Willows, Ragwort, Boxthorn and Gorse
Blackberry
Boneseed

Blackberry flower

Boneseed is a Weed of National Significance (WONS) and a declared weed in Tasmania under the Tasmanian Weed Management Act 1999. Landholders have
the responsibility to control the weed. Failure to do it can result in legal action. Importation, sale and distribution are prohibited in Tasmania.
It is regarded as one of the worst weeds in Australia because of its invasiveness, potential for spread, and economic and environmental impacts.
Weed impact
Threat to bushland and conservation areas. Vigorous, competitive growth and ability to regenerate prolifically after fire.
It affects the available food sources and habitat for native birds and animals while favouring introduced ones such as blackbirds
and sparrows.
It is flammable and dense stands can represent a significant fire risk.
It is able to colonise inhabitable or disturbed sites.
Boneseed is not a significant agricultural weed because it is readily grazed by stock and it will not withstand cultivation or trampling.
Family: Asteraceae
Type of plant: Erect, woody evergreen perennial shrub.
Flowers: Bright yellow daisy flowers occur at the end of the branches from July to October
Fruit/Seed: Green berries gradually blacken as they ripen. Each plant can produce up to 50,000 seeds annually. Each berry contains one
very hard coated seed which can remain viable in the soil for at least five years
Growth Habit: It can reach 3 meters in height. The plant is most visible when covered in flower from late winter to summer.
How it spreads: It is spread by ants, birds and other animals feeding on the fruits, running water, dumped material and machinery. Because it is easy
to grow and flowers for such long periods, people are still removing seedlings from infested areas and planting it in their gardens.
Distribution: On King Island Boneseed is considered common around Currie.
The Statutory Weed Management Plan Zoning considers King Island a Zone A – Eradication zone
Control
Method
BURNING

CHEMICAL

Optimum time
applicable
Sept - Jan

All year round

Notes
Burning on a 1-2 year frequency will control most of an
infestation. Some follow up will be necessary. Not suited to all
situations.
Both foliar spraying and cut stump application can be used.
For details on herbicides and rates see Boneseed Weeds
Leaflet or Herbicide Recommendations for Weed Control in
Tasmania – Non Crop Situations
N.B. Always check the herbicide label before use.

GRAZING

Oct – Jan

BIO CONTROL

All year round

GRUBBING

All year round

REPLANT

All year round

The use of controlled grazing in early summer when plants are
tender especially after initial burn will control young seedling
growth.
A biological control agent, the black boneseed beetle
(Chrysolina progressa) is available for release in Tasmania.
More details are available from the DPIPWE
Grubbing and hand pulling should be done prior to flowering.
This is the easiest and preferable method of Boneseed
control.
After controlling existing plants, revegetate the area to
suppress seedling growth.

Source: http://www.herbiguide.com.au

Dos and don’ts of Bonessed control
Dos
Plan your control program, this will save time and money in the long term;
Use hand pulling for younger plants and whenever possible. Always follow up.
Consider burning for large infestations: follow up treatment of seedling re-growth is essential;
Before burning seek advice from the Tasmanian Fire Service. Where native vegetation may be impacted
by fire, seek advice from DPIPWE (Department of Primary industries, Parks, Water and Environment);
For large infestations, start with small outlying infestations to reduce spread of the plant, then work
inwards;
Re-vegetate cleared areas with native plants to reduce the chance of re-infestation;
Hygiene - ensure machinery and equipment is washed down between sites.
Don’ts
Don’t rely on slashing: plants regrow from the cut stumps unless they are treated with herbicide.
Note: For more information please read the “Bonessed Management Manual”. You can find it in the
following website: http://www.weeds.org.au/WoNS/bitoubush/

Photo by Pete McGregor

Boneseed in the bush, King Island

Boneseed flower

Friday 18 April – Monday 5 May
Willows, Ragwort and Boxthorn
Blackberry
Boneseed

Boxthorn is a Weed of National Significance (WONS) and a declared weed in Tasmania under the Tasmanian Weed Management Act 1999. Landholders
have the responsibility to control the weed. Failure to do it can result in legal action. Importation, sale and distribution are prohibited in Tasmania.
It is also a Declared Noxious Weed in all mainland states and territories. It is a significant pasture weed.
Weed impact
Negative aspects
It can invade waste areas and neglected pastures reducing access for mustering, maintenance works and watering of stock;
It also invades native vegetation, making other weed control and maintenance almost impossible;
The spines can cause damage to pneumatic tyres and injure animals and humans;
Plants provide excellent cover for pests like cats, rats and mice;
It requires regular maintenance if they are to be confined to a manageable height and width;
Troublesome insects including fruit fly and the common house fly breed on the plants and rotting berries;
The plant is thought to be poisonous though it is rarely grazed due to the number and sharpness of the spines.
Source: http://www.herbiguide.com.au
Positive aspects
It has been used in Tasmania as a hedge plant since the mid 1800’s. It forms an impenetrable barrier to all farm animals including poultry;
Because of its dense growth and hardy nature, it is very effective windbreak plant;
It provides excellent protection for native animals and birds that may be vulnerable due to the absence of native understory species.
Family: Solanaceae.
Type of plant: Plants are perennial and may be deciduous depending on local conditions.
Flowers: White to purple, 1cm across.
Fruit/Seed: Bright red/orange shiny berries full of small light brown seeds.
Growth Habit: Erect, dense woody shrub which can grow to 5 meters high. Fleshy oval leaves and an extensive root system. Stout spines on all parts of the stems
that can be up to 15 cm long on the main stems and are smaller on the smaller branches.
How it spreads: Seeds are spread by birds and in soil on machinery.
Distribution: Boxthorn occurs in most agricultural areas in Tasmania including King and Cape Barren Islands. It occurs increasingly on the Southern side of King
Island and it is common on the Northern side. On King Island it is increasingly invading new areas and native bush. The Statutory Weed Management Plan considers King Island a Zone B – Containment zone.
Control
Optimum time
Notes
Dos and don’ts of African boxthorn control
Method
applicable
It can be treated with several herbicides including glyphosate, metsulfuronDos
methyl, triclopyr and triclopyr/picloram mixture. Foliar, Basal and Cut Stump
treatment are all effective methods. After herbicide treatment, boxthorn
Hand-pull or dig up small bushes, and use machinery to remove larger bushes;
often loses its leaves and appears to have died, but then produces new
Spring, summer
Revisit the site for follow up removal of any regrowth;
HERBICIDES
foliage. These regenerating bushes need to be re-treated with herbicide. This
and autumn
Cultivate the site and re-sow to pasture or crop to help prevent African
should be done when a significant amount of regrowth has occurred, allowing
boxthorn from re-establishing;
uptake of herbicide. N.B. Always check the herbicide label before use. Information
on available brands containing the herbicide you require should be obtained from a
Hygiene - ensure machinery and equipment is washed down between sites.
reputable herbicide supplier or the APVMA website at www.apvma.gov.au

GRUBBING

All year round

BURNING

All year – subject
to fire restrictions

CULTIVATION
REVEGETATION

Autumn

Small plants can be duged and removed. The area should be monitored for
regrowth. Heavy machinery is effective on large plants. Removed material
should be destroyed. Regrowth will need to be monitored and sprayed.
Burn when dry. Never burn bushes that have been chemically treated as they
may be resistant to burning.
Cleared areas should, if possible, be cultivated for pasture or crops.
Cultivation of the soils breaks up any boxthorn roots remaining in the soil and
brings root fragments to the surface to dry out.
In natural areas or replacement of a windbreak or fence-line.

Don’ts
Don’t rely on one attempt at removal – follow up is essential to avoid
reinfestation.

Note: For more information please read the “African Boxthorn Control Guide”. You can
find it in the following website:
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/RPIO-523VU9

Summers Rd, King Island

Ragwort and Boxthorn
Blackberry
Boneseed

A. Boxthorn shelter, North
of King Island

Onion Weed is a declared weed in Tasmania under the Tasmanian Weed Management Act 1999. Landholders are responsible for its control. Failure to do it can
result in legal action. Importation, sale and distribution are prohibited in Tasmania.
Weed impact:
Is a pasture weed. It can invade disturbed land such as roadsides, neglected areas and sandy coastal environments and relatively undisturbed woodland;
It can reach high densities;
Is unpalatable, livestock refuse to eat this plant;
It can significantly reduce pasture carrying capacity;
With its significant seed production and tolerance to dry conditions, it can become an invasive species of pasture, competing strongly with other species;
Large plants can cause significant blockages in tyned implements such as scarifiers and cultivators.
Family: Asphodelaceae
Type of plant: Erect, clump-forming herb.
Flowers: White or pink flowers arranged alternately along the flowering stems which are longer than the leaves.
Fruit/seed: Is a globular, wrinkled capsule.
Growth Habit: Plants can grow up to 75 cm high. Seeds germinate at all times but mainly in late summer and autumn. After flowering
and fruiting in spring and summer, the flowering stems die back but most leaves remain alive through summer. New leaves and stems
are produced from the base of the plant in autumn.
How it spreads: It reproduces wholly by seed. Seeds are thought to remain viable in the soil for many years. Seeds can be spread by
water, on wool and clothing, in produce, and on vehicles and farm machinery. Seed on dead plants can be spread by cultivation when
plant is dragged along by machinery, or when dead plants are blown about by wind.
Distribution: It occurs as an occasional weed on Flinders Island, around Hobart and King Island, although its density has been increasing
Source: http://www.herbiguide.com.au
substantially on King Island. Currently it is widespread across coastal pastures or regenerating bushland on the north-west coast, but also
infests a couple of sites to the south, most likely spread from north-west infestations.
Control Method
Optimum time
Notes
Dos and don’ts of Onion weed control
applicable
PREVENTION

CULTIVATION

HAND PULLING/
HOEING

HERBICIDE

All year round

Summer

Winter

All year round

For onion weed the best control method is definitely prevention.
Onion weed is directly killed by cultivation if plants are cut below
the soil surface, as it does not have rhizomes or tubers from which
plants can regrow. Although, plants that are only partly turned
over during cultivation can survive, particularly when the soil is
moist. In arid sites, cultivation may not be feasible.
Single plants and small infestations can be hand-pulled or by
digging-out. It should be done prior to seeding. Plants that are
pulled during flowering should be removed and bagged to prevent
seed spread.
Examples of commercial herbicides are:
Prior to flowering - Amitrole T ® or Brushoff®
Glyphosate
N.B. Always check the herbicide label before use. Information on
available brands containing the herbicide you require should be obtained
from a reputable herbicide supplier or the APVMA website at
www.apvma.gov.au

Dos
Plan your control program – this will save you time and money in the long term;
Get in early – For new infestations eradicate the plants before the plants reach the
flowering stage: once plants start seeding, control becomes more difficult and expensive;
Use a combination of different methods and time carefully the use of herbicide;
Revisit the site and use follow-up treatments;
Coordinate your program with neighbouring landholders;
Establish vigorous pasture (or natives) after removal to reduce the risk of re-infestation;
Hygiene - ensure machinery and equipment is washed down between sites.
Don’ts
Don’t introduce Onion weed to Onion weed free areas;
Don’t allow onion weed to flower and set seed before treatment.

Note: For more information please check the following website:
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/internnsf/WebPages/LBUN-86QW33?open

Onion weed in flower

Pampas Grass and Asparagus fern
Blackberry
Boneseed and Onion Weed

Onion weed plant, King Island

Three cornered garlic

Arum Lily

Montbretia

Paterson’s curse

Datura

Tree lucerne

Capeweed

Ragwort (purple)

Sticky bartsia

Fennel

Yarrow

Sea spurge

Polygala

Foxglove

Blue butterfly-bush

Pennyroyal

Cat’s ear/Flatweed
TOXIC to horses

Turnip weed

Slender thistle

Prickly sow thistle

Introduced Buttercup

African thistle

Sticky weed

Rat-tail grass

Smooth or sow thistle

Fleabane

Ox-eye daisy

Mallow

Scotch or Spear thistle

Californian thistle

Black nightshade

Variegated thistle

Crowsfoot

Weed Control Contacts
Department
KINRMG
DPIPWE

Phone

Email

Website

(03) 6462 1825
(03) 6462 1709
1300 369 688

naturalresources@kingisland.net.au

www.kingislandnaturalresources.org/

Weeds.Enquires@dpipwe.tas.gov.au

www.dpiwe.tas.gov.au

Other relevant contacts/information
Australian weed identification tool
Local Nursery
Weeds Australia

http://www.business.qld.gov.au/agriculture/land-management/weed-identification-tool.html
The Frogshack Nursery – 1080 Grassy Rd, Pegarah, King Island. Ph.: 03 6461 1248 Email:
carmen_james@bigpond.com
http://www.weeds.org.au/
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