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Bridal creeper is a Weed of National Significance (WONS) and it is a declared weed ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǎƳŀƴƛŀΩǎ Weed Management Act 1999. Landowners are 
responsible under the Act to control the weed on their land. Failure to remove it could result in legal action. It is illegal to distribute the plant or its seeds 
in any way. Also regarded as one of the worst weeds in Australia. It has been used as an ornamental plant and the foliage as a major constituent in  
floral arrangements (bridal bouquets) for over 100 years. 
Weed Impact: 

Because of its extensive tuberous root system, it is able to withstand temporarily unsuitable weather conditions, and this also makes  
it quite difficult to dig out; 

Any tubers left in the ground will re-shoot; 

It prefers moist gullies and sheltered positions. In woodlands it can completely cover and therefore dominate the native understorey; 

Dense infestations smother native vegetation and weaken trees. The thick mat of underground tubers also inhibits the root growth  
of other plants and prevents native plants from re-establishing. 

Family: Asparagaceae 
Type of plant: Climbing, perennial herb.  

Flowers: Flowers are greenish-white and occur where the leaves meet the stem.  
Fruit/seed: Black shiny seed is contained in the ripe, red berries. 
Growth habit: Bridal creeper is a woody vine with sharply pointed, glossy green delicate leaves. It has an extensive tuberous root system.  
The green stems twine around other vegetation for support, eventually smothering them. The stem has a zigzag appearance, changing its  
direction at each node. It dies off over summer and reshoots in autumn/winter.  
How it spreads: In bushland is usually spread by birds feeding on the fruit, and by earth moving equipment. 
Distribution: Found mostly in northern Tasmania on or near the coast. Bridal creeper occurs occasionally on King Island, found mainly around  
Currie, but also at City of Melbourne Bay and in gardens in the north. The Statutory Weed Management Plan Zone considers King Island a  
Zone A ς Eradication zone. 
Control methods: Bridal creeper is very tricky to control. Improper practices may actually help spread the plant. 

Control 
Method  

Optimum 
time 
applicable  

Notes 

BURNING Autumn  
For large infestations use a prescribed burn in autumn followed by application of 
herbicide. 

 
HERBICIDE 

 
Sept - Oct 

Once plant is correctly identified, treat with registered herbicide. In large 
infestations, apply after a prescribed fire in autumn when growth is most vigorous. 
Avoid contact with desirable plants or soil near tree root zones. In orchards, spot 
spray with recommended herbicide. A mix of Glyphosate (Roundup®), Metsulfuron-
Methyl (Brushoff® or Associate®), Pulse and Dye (essential) has proven to work on 
KI. N.B. Always check the herbicide label before use. Information on available brands 

containing the herbicide you require should be obtained from a reputable herbicide supplier 
or the APVMA website at www.apvma.gov.au 

PHYSICAL 
All year 
round 

Remove isolated plants before seeding. Be sure to remove all underground 
rhizomes and tubers. In orchards, prune lower limbs to provide access under trees. 

BIO 
CONTROL 

July 

Biological control will not eradicate bridal creeper, but can be used in conjunction 
with other control methods. Biological control agents that have been released in 
Australia include the bridal creeper leafhopper, a rust fungus (existent on KI), and a 
leaf beetle. 

GRAZING 
All year 
round 

Sheep grazing can provide some control to prevent seeding under trees in remnant 
vegetation, woodlots and shelterbelts. 

MECHANICAL  
Slashing the stems and foliage may prevent fruit production and deplete root 
reserves, but must be continued over several years in the absence of other 
treatments 

 

 

5ƻǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘǎ ƻŦ .ǊƛŘŀƭ /ǊŜŜǇŜǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ 
 

Dos: 

Get in early ςlarge infestations are very difficult to eradicate; 

Pull out or poison new infestations  as soon as they are detected and before flowering; 

For large infestations, plan your control program; 

Check a controlled infestation regularly over several years in case of regrowth; 

Follow up control including hand-removal and/or herbicide where necessary; 

Dispose of any removed material carefully ς extracted material must be placed in a black 
ōŀƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŦǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǳƴƴȅ ǎǇƻǘ ǘƻ άŎƻƻƪέ ǘƘŜ ǘǳōŜǊǎΦ 5ƛǎǇƻǎŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ н-3 months 
through local kerbside or directly into rubbish tip as root material can survive being dried 
for long periods, and seeds should not be composted or mulched; 

Use a dye marker with the herbicide to minimize missed plants and prevent over spraying. 

Hygiene - ensure machinery and equipment is washed down between sites; 
5ƻƴΩǘǎΥ 

5ƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ŀǘ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ς follow up is essential; 

5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƛǘ ǎŜŜŘΤ 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŘǳƳǇ ōǊƛŘŀƭ ŎǊŜŜǇŜǊ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΤ 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘ ƻǊ ƳǳƭŎƘ Ǌƻƻǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŀǎ ǊƘƛȊƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ǌƻƻǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǎƘƻƻǘΤ 

5ƻƴΩǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ōǊƛŘŀƭ ŎǊŜŜǇŜǊ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΗ 
Note: CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ άAsparagus weed ς Best practice management 
manualέΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ 
http://www.weeds.org.au/WoNS/bridalcreeper/docs/Asparagus_Weeds_BPMM-intro.pdf   

 

http://www.apvma.gov.au/
http://www.weeds.org.au/WoNS/bridalcreeper/docs/Asparagus_Weeds_BPMM-intro.pdf


Source: Photograph courtesy of DPIPWE 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

can be applied this month to control Bridal Creeper 
Onion Weed 

 Pampas Grass and Blackberry 

Bridal Creeper tubers Bridal Creeper bush infestation 

Photo by: Hanky Helper 

http://soer.justice.tas.gov.au/2009/glossary/371/index.php


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pampas is a declared weed in Tasmania under the Tasmanian Weed Management Act 1999. It is landholder responsibility under the Act to control it and failure to  
do it may result in legal action. Importation, sale and distribution are prohibited in Tasmania.  
Pampas is an aggressive environmental weed. It was introduced in 1800s as an ornamental, for fodder (very palatable), windbreaks and soil stabilizer. 
There are three species of pampas in Tasmania and King Island: Common pampas grass (Cortaderia selloana), Pink pampas (C. jubata) and Toe toe (C. richardii). 
Weed Impact 

It occurs in coastal and bushland vegetation, silvicultural operations, quarries, neglected areas, road and rail corridors, creek and swamp verges; 

Pampas are aggressive colonizers, usually spread from specimens in gardens or windbreaks. 

It out-competes native plants for nutrients, water and light and over time becomes bigger and more numerous. It forms dense stands that exclude most  
other ground flora and seriously impede overstorey recruitment by not allowing tree seeds to grow; 

Problematic for the forestry industry, and can impede access along roads, walking tracks and coastal recreational areas; 

It provides nesting sites for European wasps and other pest animals; 

Leaves easily cut skin and cause irritation when handled; 

It is highly inflammable, consequently a significant fire hazard. 
Family: Poaceae 
Type of plant: large, long-lived, robust, tussock-forming, perennial grass. 
Flowers: Common pampas ς flowers are 30-90cm long and white to pink-mauve. Pink pampas ς flowers are 30-90cm long and purple (fades to brown).  
NZ pampas or Toe toe ς flowers are also 30-90cm long sparse and pale gold. 
Fruit and seed: Pale straw to brown seeds. Seed 2-3 mm long. Up to 100,000 seeds per flower head. Seeds are only viable for 2 years!! 
Growth habit: Perennial plant that tolerates a wide range of environmental conditions. It does especially well in wet conditions. It grows over 3 meters 
high. Roots grow to a depth of 3 m with a spread up to 4 m, helping established plants to tolerate extended dry spells. 
How it spreads: All species reproduce by seed and rhizomes. The Common pampas is gynodecious (separate female and bisexual plants). Female plants  
require cross pollination by bisexual plants. The Pink pampas are female and apomictic (can reproduce without being fertilized). The NZ pampas are female 
and bisexual. Female plants require cross pollination by bisexual plants. Seeds are light and can be windblown up to 25km. Seeds can also spread by water 
machinery, animals, slashing and clothing. Rhizomes are dispersed by machinery, soil, garden refuse and during removal.  
Distribution: Common pampas (C. selloana) is by far the most widespread and prevalent of the three species in Tasmania. On KI, Common pampas is widely  
distributed and the other two species are mainly found in Grassy at this stage. 

Control 
Method  

Optimum 
time 
applicable  

Notes 

BURNING Winter 
It can be burned to reduce mass and prevent flowering. Plants can regrow so follow up is essential. 
Pampas is high inflammable and care is needed when burning. 

PHYSICAL 
REMOVAL 

All year 
round 

Mechanical removal is considered to be the most effective form of permanent control. Plants are best 
removed after rain. Small plants can be dug out by hand pulling or digging with a mattock. Ensure root 
material is removed to prevent regrowth. Plants can be slashed with a brushcutter to make root removal 
with mattock easier. For larger plants use machinery like excavators to remove the whole plant (wash 
down afterwards!!). Flower heads should be cut and removed as soon as they appear and prior to any 
physical removal to avoid spread of seeds. Flower heads should be securely bagged and disposed or 
burned. Removed material should be burned or buried more than 1 meter deep. Plants can also be left 
upside down with roots exposed to die. Never dump live pampas with root material as it can regrow.  

GRAZING/ 
REPLANTING 

All year 
round 

As young pampas plants are palatable to stock, regrowth may be controlled by grazing. Minimize seed 
dispersal by removing any flowering stems before grazing. Revegetate the area. 

SPRAYING  
All year 
round 

Herbicide effectiveness can be improved by removing old dead foliage by burning or slashing. Examples 
of commercial products are: Round-up Biactive ®, Weedmaster®, Round-up PowerMax®. 
N.B. Always check the herbicide label before use. Information on available brands containing the herbicide you 
require should be obtained from a reputable herbicide supplier or the APVMA website at www.apvma.gov.au 

HYGIENE 
All year 
round 

Pampas can be easily spread by machinery. Care must be taken to ensure good hygienic practices. 
 

 

 

 

5ƻǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘǎ ƻŦ ǇŀƳǇŀǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΥ 
 
Dos: 

Plan your program, this can save you time and money; 

Use a combination of different control methods; 

The key to controlling the spread of pampas is preventing flowering; 

Be sure to eradicate every last plant; 

Remove all root material in the ground; 

Revisit the site and use follow up treatments; 

Coordinate your control program with neighbouring landholders; 

Consider the impact of the control methods on off-target plants; 

Hygiene - ensure machinery and equipment is washed down 
between sites. 

 

5ƻƴΩǘǎΥ 

5ƻƴΩǘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǇŀƳǇŀǎ ǘƻ pampas-free areas (e.g. by failing to wash 
down machinery and equipment between sites). 
 

Note: For more information please see the following website: 
www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/weeds  

 

Source: http://www.herbiguide.com.au 

http://www.apvma.gov.au/
http://www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/weeds


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Onion Weed 
 Pampas grass and Blackberry 

Pampas grass in flower,  
King Island  

Pampas grass controlled 
chemically, King Island 

Pampas grass re-shooting after 
chemical control, King Island 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ragwort is a declared weed under the Tasmanian Weed Management Act 1999Φ Lǘ ƛǎ ƭŀƴŘƘƻƭŘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǊŀƎǿƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀƴŘΦ CŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘ  
could result in legal action. Importation, sale and distribution are prohibited in Tasmania. 
Ragwort is a serious pasture weed and is a widespread weed of agriculture. It also spreads into native vegetation. 
Weed Impact: 

It can cause significant loss of pasture production. Once established it is extremely competitive with pasture species;  

It readily invades poorly managed pasture, degraded and disturbed areas; 

It is poisonous to all types of stock, although older sheep and some breeds of sheep are less affected. Most grazing animals avoid eating the plant  
unless there is a shortage of green feed. However, dead and dried ragwort plants are very attractive to cattle and horses and poisoning can occur  
when it contaminates hay or silage. Single animals may become addicted to ragwort and search it out resulting in poisoning and death. 

Family: Asteraceae 
Type of plant: Herbaceous biennial. Plants usually flower in their second year and then die. Control methods that damage the plant but do not kill it tend to  
encourage the plant to become perennial and flower in successive years. 
Flowers: Large heads of yellow, daisy like flowers in spring, early summer. 
Fruit/seed: Small seeds are attached to a feathery pappus. 
Growth habit: In its first year appears as a flat rosette of deep green wavy leaves. The base of the leaves is typically purplish in colour. At the flowering stage, 
the leaves of the rosette die off to be replaced by an upright bush with deeply lobed leaves. The bush can grow from 0.5m to 2m in height. 
How it spreads: One plant may produce up to 250,000 seeds/year. The small seeds can be dispersed on animal coats, in soil on vehicles and machinery and in  
hay. Although the pappus attached to the seed can allow the seed to be blown up to a kilometer or more, most wind dispersed seed falls within 20 meters of  
the parent plant. The seeds are often carried by water along drainage lines. On King Island it is widely dispersed by wind and water.  
Distribution: Ragwort is widely distributed throughout the grazing areas of Tasmania. On King Island it is considered common on the southeast and occasional  
in the rest of the island. The Statutory Weed Management Plan considers King Island a Zone B ς Containment zone.  
 

Control 
Method  

Optimum 
time 
applicable  

Notes 

CULTIVATION All Year round 

Pasture improvement is an essential part of any control program. A dense vigorous 
pasture reduces the opportunity for ragwort to establish and spread. Where ragwort is 
well established, the area should be cropped for at least one year before resowing to 
pasture. 

SLASHING Dec - Mar 
Slashing is only a temporary measure to delay flowering. It will not control ragwort. 
Only do it when not seeding!!  

GRAZING May - Dec 
Sheep can be used to graze and suppress ragwort. Sheep will graze ragwort at both the 
rosette and flowering stages; however the plant is toxic and sheep should not graze for 
more than two seasons on ragwort.   

BIO CONTROL Jan ς Mar 
Biological control will not eradicate ragwort, but can be used in conjunction with other 
control methods. Biological control agents that have been released in Tasmania include 
the ragwort flea beetle, the stem and crown boring moth, and the ragwort plume moth.  

GRUBBING Jul - Mar 
With both hand pulling and grubbing, you must ensure the whole crown of the plants is 
taken from the ground. Where plants are flowering, these should be collected and 
burnt or placed in a plastic bag and disposing of it appropriately, as seeds can develop 
from these plants even after they have been pulled from the ground.  PULLING Jan - Mar 

HERBICIDE 
Autumn & 

Spring 

A number of herbicides are registered for use on ragwort in Tasmania. Herbicides may 
be applied by boom, spot spray or wiping equipment, or as granules, depending on the 
herbicide and the density and extent of the infestation. Herbicides are most effective at 
the seedling or rosette stage when plants are actively growing. Take careful note of the 
stock withholding periods following spray. N.B. Always check the herbicide label before use. 
Information on available brands containing the herbicide you require should be obtained from a 
reputable herbicide supplier or the APVMA website at www.apvma.gov.au 

 

 

Dos and ŘƻƴΩǘǎ ƻŦ ǊŀƎǿƻǊǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ 
 
Dos: 

Plan your control program, this will save you time and money; 

Maintain a dense and vigorous pasture to prevent ragwort establishing; 

Consider cropping a paddock infested with ragwort to reduce infestation; 

Seek a vendor declaration to identify weeds which may be presented in 
purchased feed and grain; 

Use a dedicated feedout area to avoid spread of weeds; 

Hygiene - ensure machinery and equipment is washed down between sites. 
 
5ƻƴΩǘǎΥ 

5ƻƴΩǘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǊŀƎǿƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǊŀƎǿƻǊǘ ŦǊŜŜ areas (e.g. by failing to wash down 
machinery and equipment between sites); 

5ƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ  ǎƭŀǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǊŀƎǿƻǊǘ ς plants quickly resprout; 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŜȄǇƻǎŜ ǎǘƻŎƪ ǘƻ ŘŜƴǎŜ ǊŀƎǿƻǊǘ ƛƴŦŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƻƛǎƻƴƛƴƎΦ 
 
 
Note: For more information please read ǘƘŜ άRagwort Control GuideέΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ 
the following website: http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/LBUN-
7ZLVRB?open  
 

Source: http://www.herbiguide.com.au 

 

http://www.apvma.gov.au/
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/LBUN-7ZLVRB?open
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/LBUN-7ZLVRB?open


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blackberry, Ragwort, Boxthorn, Asparagus fern and Gorse  
  Blackberry 

Spraying ragwort in the bush, 
King Island 

Ragwort rosete 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Asparagus fern is a Weed of National Significance (WONS) and a declared weed in Tasmania under the Tasmanian Weed Management Act 1999. Landholders are 
responsible under the Act to control it. Failure to do it could result in legal action. It is illegal to distribute the plant or its seeds in any way.  
It is a serious environmental weed. Also known as climbing asparagus. It is a close relative of bridal creeper, bridal veil and ground or basket asparagus. 
 
Weed impact: 

Wide tolerance range ς grows in disturbed and undisturbed forests, in deep or semi-shade and in wet and dry forest; 

It is an aggressive plant, producing underground tubers which form dense impenetrable mats; 

It competes with native plants for nutrients, light and space; 

Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ 
 
Family: Asparagaceae  
Type of plant: Perennial twining vine. It has a dark green scale like leaves 5-15mm long and 0.5-1.5mm wide. 
Flowers: White to pink, up to 4 mm long and topped by yellow anthers. Flowers winter to spring. 
Fruit/seed: Seeds are black and usually solitary in orange-red berries. 
Growth habit: As a climber, it scrambles across the ground and over small shrubs forming dense tangled masses. It also climbs trees up to 5 meters high. 
It has a wide tolerance range, growing on a variety of soils including sand. It does not dye off in summer.  
How it spreads: Birds (blackbirds are probably the main disperses of seeds), water, earth moving machinery, vehicles and shoes. The most prominent dispersers 
of asparagus fern are humans. The dumping of garden rubbish into bush and roadsides, sales at markets and nurseries and the exchange of plants all contribute 
to the dispersal of this attractive but highly invasive plant. 
Distribution: Native of South Africa. Found mostly in northern Tasmania on or near the coast. The most severe infestations occur on King Island and around Bridport. 
LǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƛƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳǘƘern parts of KI. The Statutory Weed Management Plan considers KI a Zone A ς Eradication zone.  
 
 

Control 
Method  

Optimum time 
applicable  

Notes 

HERBICIDE 
Winter to early 
spring  

A mix of Glyphosate (Roundup®), Metsulfuron-Methyl (Brushoff® or 
Associate®), Pulse® and Dye (essential) has proven to work on KI. 
 
N.B. Always check the herbicide label before use. Information on available brands 
containing the herbicide you require should be obtained from a reputable 
herbicide supplier or the APVMA website at www.apvma.gov.au 

PHYSICAL 
REMOVAL  

Winter 

Slashing ς stems and leaves before late winter flowering may prevent fruit 
production, but will not eradicate an infestation. 
Dug out ς Single asparagus fern plants can be carefully dug out, especially 
small seedlings, and burned before they flower. Ensure that all the root 
system is removed. Destroy all materials by burning or bagging and deep 
burial (>1 m depth).  
Physical removal of large infestations is virtually impossible due to the 
extensive mats of tubers.  

BURNING 

Late summer to 
early autumn ς 
subject to fire 
restrictions 

Fire can assist in controlling large infestations.   
Burning in late summer and early autumn can remove all understorey 
vegetation and improve access for later spraying. 
As well as improving the effectiveness of herbicide application, fire may 
help to destroy asparagus fern seed and the dense tuber mat. 
Always follow up burning with other control methods. 
 

 

 

5ƻǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘǎ ƻŦ !ǎǇŀǊŀƎǳǎ ŦŜǊƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ 
 
Dos 

Get in early ς large infestations are very difficult to eradicate; 

Pull out or poison new infestations; 

For large infestations, plan your control program ς save time and money; 

Check an infestation regularly to prevent regrowth; 

Follow up control ς hand removal and/or herbicide if necessary; 

Dispose of any removed root material carefully as it can survive dried for long periods (leaf 
and stem material will not reshoot); 

Use a dye marker with herbicide; 

Hygiene - ensure machinery and equipment is washed down between sites. 
5ƻƴΩǘǎ 

5ƻƴΩǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ !ǎǇŀǊŀƎǳǎ ŦŜǊƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻǊƴŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΤ 

5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƴŜǿ ƛƴŦŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƎŜǘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘΤ 

5ƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ŀǘ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ς follow up is essential; 

5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƛǘ ǎŜŜŘΤ 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘ ƻǊ ƳǳƭŎƘ Ǌƻƻǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŀǎ ǊƘƛȊƻƳŜ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǎƘƻƻǘΦ 

 
Note: CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ άAsparagus weed ς Best practice management 
manualέΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ 
http://www.weeds.org.au/WoNS/bridalcreeper/docs/Asparagus_Weeds_BPMM-intro.pdf   

Source: http://www.herbiguide.com.au 

 

http://www.apvma.gov.au/
http://www.weeds.org.au/WoNS/bridalcreeper/docs/Asparagus_Weeds_BPMM-intro.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blackberry, Serrated tussock, Ragwort, Boxthorn, Asparagus fern and Gorse 
 Blackberry 

Dead Asparagus fern, King 
Island 

Asparagus fern in the bush, King 
Island 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gorse is a Weed of National Significance (WONS) and a declared weed in Tasmania under the Tasmanian Weed Management Act 1999. Landholders are  
responsible under the Act to control the weed. Failure to do it may result in legal action. Importation, sale and distribution are prohibited in Tasmania.  
It is regarded as one of the worst weeds in Australia because of its invasiveness, potential for spread, and economic and environmental impacts.  
Weed Impact: 

It is a major agricultural weed in Tasmania and is increasingly becoming a threat as an environmental weed in parks and bush lands; 

In pastoral areas it provides shelter for pests, increases the risk of bushfires because of its flammability, reduces access by forming dense 
thickets and dramatically reduces stocking rates; 

LǘΩǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ǇƭŀƴǘΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŘŜƴǎŜ ŎŀƴƻǇȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŜƭȅ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘs; 

Once established, it competes strongly with native vegetation and reduces biodiversity; 

Mature plants will shoot from damaged or burnt stems and roots; 

Once established in an area, Gorse is difficult to eradicate due to the long term viability of seed stored in the soil;  

Control costs are often high (initial costs between $415 and $1700/ha depending on size and density of infestation and ongoing follow up required).  
Family: Fabaceae. 
Type of plant: Evergreen, woody shrub. 
Flowers: Bright yellow pea flowers can be produced all year but are more prolific in late winter to spring and in autumn. 
Fruit/seed: Hairy black pods produce 2 to 6 seeds each, which are green to brown in colour.  
Growth habit: Gorse is a prickly, perennial, evergreen shrub, if left undisturbed will, in favorable conditions grow to a height and diameter of 2-3 meters in 
 4-5 years; 
How it spreads: A mature infestation can produce up to 6 million seeds and disperse them for a distance up to 5 meters. Gorse infestations spread rapidly,  
particularly when growing along water courses. Seeds can survive for at least 25 years. If allowed to grow and spread unchecked, the weed can quickly  
smother large areas making them totally inaccessible. It can colonise poorer soils and cover large hilly areas and stony ground where control is difficult and  
expensive. Near building and fence lines it constitutes a serious fire hazard during summer. 
Distribution: Gorse is widely distributed in Tasmania and it is present in some agricultural areas on King Island, especially around the  
Old Grassy Rd/Mt Stanley area, but has also spread to other parts of the island, most likely on bulldozers, etc.. 

Control Method  Optimum time 
applicable  

Notes 

 
CULTIVATION 

Jan ς Apr & Aug - 
Nov 

A late summer early autumn cultivation will increase seedling germination of 
gorse. This cultivation is then followed by a later cultivation to kill the 
germinated seedlings. 

GRAZING (goats 
only) 

Mar-Apr & Aug - 
Nov 

Most important periods for grazing are April to July and September to 
November when gorse is in flower. Grazing will reduce flowering and seedling. 
The use of goats on burnt gorse has controlled infestations.  

MULCHING May ς Sept Follow up of new seedlings is required after this. 

TREE PLANTING All year round 
In certain areas, the establishment of trees forming a canopy will give long term 
control of gorse.  

HERBICIDE  Sept-Mar 

Apply herbicides when plants are actively growing (during spring to early 
summer and after autumn rain). Check for regrowth in 12 months. Do not spray 
when plants are in full flower or when bees are active.  
N.B. Always check the herbicide label before use. Information on available brands 
containing the herbicide you require should be obtained from a reputable herbicide 
supplier or the APVMA website at www.apvma.gov.au 

HYGIENE All year round 

Gorse can be easily spread by machinery especially along roadsides. Care must 
be taken to ensure good hygienic practices in gorse infested areas. Some steps ς 
any road grading equipment should work from clean areas into infested areas 
and then be cleaned on the infested area. All quarries and gravel dumps should 
be kept free of any environmental weeds.  

 

 

5ƻǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘǎ ƻŦ DƻǊǎŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ 
 
Dos 

Plan your control program, this will save time and money in the long term; 

Use a combination of different control methods; 

Consider the impact of the control methods on other plants; 

Revisit the site and follow-up treatment every year; 

Coordinate your control program with neighbouring landholders; 

For large infestations, tackle the smaller, outlying patches first. The larger 
infestations can be tackled later; 

Hygiene - ensure machinery and equipment is washed down between sites. 
 

 

5ƻƴΩǘǎ 

5ƻƴΩǘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƎƻǊǎŜ ǘƻ ƎƻǊǎŜ-free areas; 

Never burn gorse without follow up treatment of regrowth; 

5ƻƴΩǘ ōǳǊƴ ƎƻǊǎŜ ƛƴ ƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ  
 
Note: CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ άGorse National Best Practice ManualέΦ ¸ƻǳ 
can find it in the following website: 
http://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/What_We_Do/OurStrategiesPlansandRep/index.aspx?ite
mDetails=372&cId=MasterSPR  

 

Source: http://www.herbiguide.com.au 

 

http://www.apvma.gov.au/
http://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/What_We_Do/OurStrategiesPlansandRep/index.aspx?itemDetails=372&cId=MasterSPR
http://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/What_We_Do/OurStrategiesPlansandRep/index.aspx?itemDetails=372&cId=MasterSPR


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blackberry, Serrated tussock, Ragwort, Boxthorn and Gorse  
Boneseed 

Gorse after mechanical control, King Island Gorse ς Chemical control,  
King Island 

Gorse on a fence-line, King Island 


