PAMPAS GRASS ON KING ISLAND

All species of Pampas Grass are declared weeds under the Weed Management Act 1999.

Pampas Grass is an aggressive environmental weed that can rapidly spread into disturbed and burnt
areas and out-compete native vegetation.

Pampas is highly flammable and a significant fire hazard.

There are two species of Pampas Grass on King Island:

Common Pampas — Cortaderia selloana : Pink Pampas Qortqg[e_rm Jjubata

How does it spread?
e All plants reproduce by seed and rhizomes
e Common Pampas can produce up to 100,000 seeds per flower head

e Plants reproduce mainly by seed but can also grow from root fragments
e Seeds can be windblown up to 25 km

Where can you find Pampas Grass on King Island?

The majority of Pink Pampas plants are found around Grassy but Pampas Grass is spreading north.



THE GOOD NEWS!

Pampas seeds are only viable for 2 years. So it is easy to ERADICATE

The Pampas Grass Education and Control project

In 2012, the King Island Council received $3,000 funding from Cradle Coast NRM to raise community
awareness of Pampas Grass and advice on suitable replacement plants. The King Island Council
contracted the King Island NRM Group to coordinate the project which also included mapping, control

of outlier populations and the establishment of Pampas Grass demonstration sites.

The demonstration sites across King Island aimed to trial different herbicide control techniques (see
photos).

The Method

The chemical used was Glyphosate 360gr/L @ 13 ml/L with a wetting agent 2ml/L and liquid marker
dye.

Wetting agents must not be used near water as they are poisonous and harm all types of aquatic life.

Please note that many herbicides can cause damage to water bodies which are particularly sensitive
to herbicide contamination.

Site 1 (North Road) was adjacent to water, therefore a wetting agent could not be used. In this
situation, manual removal is a recommended method and would be more effective.

Are landowners responsible for Pampas Grass control?

YES. As Pampas Grass is a declared weed, landowners have a statutory responsibility to control it.

Need help?
Funding might be available to help you. Contact the King Island Natural Resource Management Group
for more information (contact details below).



What plants can you use to replace for Pampas Grass?

There are many suitable native plants that can be used to replace Pampas Grass.
Below are some examples that can also work as wind-breaks:

Woolly tea tree

The Results

Demonstration site 1 — North Road — Herbicide control without a wetting agent
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Demonstration site 2 — Munroes Rd — Herbicide control

Before

Demonstration Site 3 — Grassy Mine — Herbicide control

Before




Control methods

Burning
e Be careful! Pampas is highly flammable
e Plants can re-grow from roots left in the ground so follow up after burning is essential

Physical removal
e Very effective, especially in waterways where a wetting agent should not be used
e Small plants can be hand pulled or dug out. Make sure all parts of the roots are removed
e Plants can be slashed with a brushcutter prior to physical removal
e Larger plants may need to be removed by machinery. Make sure machinery is properly
washed down to prevent further spread. For more information on Washdown
Guidelines go to www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au
e Remove seed heads before seed setting, ideally before Valentines Day, and dispose
material removed carefully (in bags or buried at least 1m deep). This will halt the spread
in the short term
Grazing
e Infested areas can be grazed by livestock
Herbicide
e A number of herbicides are registered for use on Pampas Grass. See the DPIPWE
Herbicides for Pampas Grass Control for more information

Thanks to all landholders involved in this project and to everyone else doing their bit
in weed control!

King Island Natural Resource Management Group contact details

Phone Fax
(03) 6462 1825 (03) 6462 1726
(03) 6462 1726

Email: naturalresources@kingisland.net.au
Website: www.kingislandnaturalresources.org/

This project is supported by Cradle Coast NRM, through funding from the Australian Government’s Caring for our Country.
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