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ABOUT THIS GUIDE 

 
Background 
The King Island Natural Resource Management Group was contracted by the King Island Council to 
carry out weed mapping along all King Island Roads. Mapping began in October 2006 and was 
completed in January 2007. The funding for this mapping work was provided to the King Island 
Council through the Cradle Coast Local Government Weeds Incentive Program. 
 
Objectives 
The information presented in this Guide aims to provide King Island Council employees with a 
quick reference guide to the location and the best methods for controlling roadside weeds on King 
Island.  
 
Using this document 
The distribution of each weed species can be viewed in the first instance by clicking on the 
hyperlinks found on the first page of each species description. In addition map files for each species 
have been created to enable viewing and manipulation of weed data with GIS mapping software 
such as OziExplorer, ArcView or Map Info. Specific details about each individual weed mapped can 
be retrieved from the accompanying Access Roadside Weeds Database 2006 Roadside Weed 
Database. 
 
Limitations 
The weeds described in this manual include only those Weeds of National Significance(WONs), 
Declared Weeds and Priority Weeds on King Island which were mapped as part of the October 2006 
and January 2007 roadside weed mapping project.  A comprehensive list of all weeds considered as 
important on King Island can be found in a document titled; A Weed Management Strategy for King 
Island ( Hereafter KIWMS). This Strategy can be viewed by clicking on the following link: A Weed 
Management Strategy for King Island 
Weed species, such as three cornered garlic( Allium triquertum) had died back before mapping was 
completed so it is probable that not all occurrences of this species were recorded. 
While every effort has been made to provide the most accurate location of each individual weed or 
clump of weeds the GPS position for some weeds may be up to 25+ metres out.  
 
Disclaimer 
The King Island Natural Resource Management Group and their employees do not guarantee that 
this document is without flaw or any kind or wholly appropriate for a particular purpose and 
therefore disclaims all liability for any error, loss or consequence which may arise from relying on 
any information in this document. If in doubt check with the Registrar of Chemical Products, 
Department of Primary Industries and Water. Statewide Freecall 11300368550 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Unless otherwise stated, all photos used in this document were taken by Ken or Samantha Baker 
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Weeds of National Significance (WONS) 
 

 
WEED NAME: Blackberry 
 
Classification: WONs & Declared 
  
Blackberry is listed as a Weed of National Significance (WONs) and Declared weed. The KIWMS 
states that Blackberry should be eradicated. 
 
Description: Blackberry is a perennial semi-deciduous shrub with prickly canes, which take root 
where they touch the ground. The stems, which grow up to 7 metres long, may be green, purplish or 
red. The leaves are dark green on top and lighter green underside. The berries change colour from 
green to red to black. 

 
Figure 1 Blackberry (Yarra Creek) 

Status of Roadside Blackberry in 2006: 
 
The 2006 Roadside Weed Mapping Project found that Blackberry was localised to sites along a few 
roadsides. The highest densities were along Yarra Creek, Robbins & Pegarah Roads. Although 
Blackberry currently occurs at relatively low densities, local farmers believe that it has significantly 
increased its distribution and abundance in recent years, particularly along Yarra Creek and Robbins 
Road.  
 
Click on the Hyperlinks below to see Blackberry location maps 
 
Fraser Road   Haines Road Blackberry    West Grassy Road  Pegarah Rd West & North Pegarah Road   Pegarah Road East   
 
Millwood Road between Lancaster and Robbins RD Yarra Creek Road East   Yarra Creek West Old Grassy Road   
 
Robbins Rd & Millwood Rd   Robbins Road (West)   Grassy Rd Near Yarra Creek Road Jnct 
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Recommendations for controlling roadside Blackberry on King Island 
 
Given the low density and limited spread of Blackberry along King Island roads it would be possible 
to significantly reduce or eradicate roadside Blackberries before it becomes a serious and intractable 
problem. Experience elsewhere has shown that the cost of eradicating weeds in the early stages of 
their establishment is small compared to the ongoing cost of trying to control or eradicate established 
weeds. The success of controlling or eradicating roadside blackberry will require the cooperation of 
adjacent landholders in controlling Blackberry on their properties. One local landholder has 
suggested farmers pay council to carry out spraying of small clumps on their properties when they are 
spraying roadside Blackberry in their area. This would negate the need for farmers to buy expensive herbicide 
and protective equipment.

 
                                                             Control Options for Blackberry 

 
Chemical Control 
 
This information below was sourced and adapted from the DPIW Weeds, Pests & Diseases web 
page: Blackberry (Rubus fruiticosus aggregate). This page should be consulted before deciding on 
a blackberry control method 
  
The effectiveness of all herbicides applied to foliage will be reduced significantly� if the 
blackberries are moisture-stressed at the time of application. 
 
Regrowth after slashing, burning, or grazing should be at least 500mm high before herbicide 
application. 
 
With all herbicides, complete coverage of all canes and leaves, including those growing from 
suckers away from the main bush, is essential for maximum effectiveness.  
 
Do not slash or burn treated bushes for at least six months after herbicide application. 
 
Several of the herbicides registered for use on blackberries can cause significant damage to 
surrounding plants if not used correctly. Always refer to the product label before using any 
herbicide and carefully follow all directions. 
 
Herbicide spraying of blackberries will achieve greatest effect when carried out in the period 
from petal fall to leaf fall. Generally this runs from December to May in Tasmania. 
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Table 1. Blackberry herbicide properties and recommendations for use 
 

Foliar Application 
�

Herbicide (Active 
ingredient) 

Commercial 
product (Content 
of active 
ingredient) 

Application rate 
of Commercial 
product per Litre 

Withholding 
period 

Comments 

 
Glyphosate1 

 
ROUNDUP 
(360 g/L) 
 
 
GLYPHOSATE 
360 
(360 g/L) 
 
 
TROUNCE  
BRUSH-PACK 
(835 g/L 
Glyphosate, 
10 g/L 
Metsulfuron-
methyl) 

 
10 - 13 mL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.7 g 

 
Nil 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nil 

 
Apply to foliage from petal 
fall to leaf senescence. Add 
wetting agent. 

 
Metsulfuron-methyl 

 
BRUSH-OFF 
(600 g/Kg) 

 
0.1 g 

 
Nil 

Apply to foliage from petal 
fall to leaf senescence. Add 
wetting agent. 

Triclopyr1 GARLON 600  
(600 g/L) 
 
 
 
GRAZON DS 
(300 g/L Triclopyr, 
100 g/L Picloram) 

0.85 - 1.7 mL 
 
 
 
 
 
3.5 - 5.0 mL 

Nil 
 
 
 
 
 
Nil 

Apply to foliage from petal 
fall to leaf senescence. 
 
Use higher rate on large 
bushes when complete wetting 
is difficult. 

Hexazinone2 a) VELPAR L 
(250 g/L) 
 
 
 
b) VELPAR 20 G 
(200 g/Kg) 

a) liquid: 4 mL 
spots per small 
crown 
 
 
b) granules: 4g/m2 
beneath bushes 

Nil Apply in spring or autumn 
when soil is moist. Single 
crown bushes up to 1 metre 
tall. 
 
a) soil injected  
 
a) & b) to ground  
around base of canes 

 
Physical control 
 
The information below was obtained from the Australian Government Department of Environment and 
Water Resources web page: Blackberry (Rubus fruiticosus aggregate) 

Slashing can help open up dense stands for follow-up control by other methods. Mechanical 
control is difficult and most of the root system must be removed for effective control blackberry 
will regrow from any root fragments left in the soil.  
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Biological Control  
 
This information below was obtained from the following DPIW Weed, Pests & Diseases page: 
Blackberry Control  
 
The illegally introduced rust Phragmidium violaceum, is now prevalent throughout Tasmania. 
The susceptibility of blackberries to the rust varies markedly with species, habitat and seasonal 
conditions. In most cases, the rust will not provide adequate control and other control measures 
will be necessary. Improved strains of the rust are being examined interstate for possible release. 
       

          NOTE: 
Comprehensive information about Blackberry control can be found on the following web site   
link.  

 
          http://www.weeds.org.au/WoNS/blackberry/docs/Blackberry_WMG.pdf  
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WEED NAME:  GORSE (Ulex europaeus) 
 
Classification: WONs & Declared 
 
Description: Gorse is an evergreen shrub with dense spiny foliage. It can grow up to 7 metres 
tall, but usually doesn’t exceed 2.5 metres tall. Yellow pea-shaped flowers grow in clusters near 
branch tips. Gorse stems are covered in small branches bearing narrow leaf-like stalks with 
spined tips. Gorse seedlings produce soft hairy three-leaflet leaves. 
 
 

 
Figure 2 Gorse 

Status of Roadside Gorse in 2006 
 
During the 2006 Roadside Weed Mapping Project, small numbers of Gorse were recorded 
growing along the Grassy, Old Grassy, Loop, Kentford (adjacent land) and Millwood Roads.  
 
Click on the Hyperlinks below to see Gorse location maps  
 
Grassy Road     Old Grassy Road    
 
Recommendations for controlling roadside Gorse on King Island 
 
Gorse is listed as a Weed of National Significance and Declared weed. The KIWMS states that 
management strategies should aim to eradicate Gorse from King Island. 
 
Given the low numbers of Gorse found on King Island roadsides it should be relatively easy to 
eradicate. Complete eradication of Gorse will depend on the cooperation of landholders who 
currently have Gorse on their properties. Seed is usually carried into new areas in soil and mud 
attached to machinery or boots. These items should therefore be thoroughly cleaned after use in 
any gorse-infested areas. Wash down procedures can be found on the following DPIW link: 
Wash Down Proceedures   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 7 

 
Control Options for Gorse 

 
The information below was obtained from the following DPIW web site link: 
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/RPIO-4ZW4ET?open#Control  
 
Chemical Control 
 
Extensive herbicide trails and experience in Tasmania indicates that the most effective herbicide 
for gorse control is a mixture of triclopyr and picloram (e.g. Grazon DS®). Where thorough 
coverage of the bush can be achieved, one application will usually give complete control with no 
regrowth. However, treated bushes should be checked twelve months after the herbicide 
application and any regrowth treated. 
 
Rates and times of application of herbicides for foliar treatment of gorse 
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Herbicide 
(Active ingredient) 

Commercial 
products 

(Content of 
active ingredient) 

Rate of 
commercial 

product per litre 
of water 

Withholding 
period for use in 

pasture 

Comments 

triclopyr+ 
picloram 

Grazon DS 
(300 g/L + 
100 g/L) 

 
 
 
 

Tordon Timber 
Control 

Herbicide® 
(100 g/L + 

50 g/L) 

Spring & 
summer, to 1.5m 

tall: 2.5 ml 
Autumn or over 
1.5m tall: 3.5 ml 
Winter: 5.0 ml 

 
7.5 ml 

Nil 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nil 

Optimum time of 
application is 
when plants are 
actively growing. 
 
 
 
Apply to actively 
growing plants 
from September 
to March. Treat 
any regrowth in 
the following 
season. 

triclopyr Garlon 600 
(600 g/L) 

1.7ml - 3.5ml Nil Apply from 
spring to mid-
summer. Use the 
higher rate on 
older plants. 

metsulfuron-methyl Brush-Off 
(600 g/Kg) 

0.15 g 
(1.5g / 10 litres) 

Nil Apply to bushes 
up to 2m tall. 

glyphosate Roundup 
Biactive 
(360 g/L) 

Glyphosate 360 
(360 g/L) 

15 ml 1 day Optimum time of 
application is 
when plants are 
actively growing. 

ammonium thiocyanate Amitrole T® 
(220 g/L) 

20 ml Orchards & 
Vines - 56 days 
Other areas - Nil 

Apply during 
summer or before 
full flowering. 
Respraying will 
be necessary. 

glyphosate+metsulfuron-
methyl 

Trounce® 
(835 g/L + 10 

g/L) 

1.7 g Nil Optimum time of 
application is 
when plants are 
actively growing. 
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�
Rates of application of herbicides for cut stump treatment of gorse�
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Physical control 
 
The information below was obtained from the following DPIW web page: 
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/RPIO-4ZW4ET?open#Control  
 
Regular slashing or mowing is not effective in eradicating gorse. These practices will eliminate 
most seed production and maintain plants at a low height, but plants will regrow vigorously if 
slashing ceases. 
 
Cutting off established bushes near the soil surface with dozer blades or hard equipment is 
another option. This treatment reduces soil disturbance, thereby stimulating less seeds into 
germination. 
 
Hand pulling of small plants 
 
Burning  
 
Although burning can help to control Gorse, it is not an option in the control of roadside Gorse. 
 
Biological Control  
 
Various biological controls have been introduced to mainland Australia and Tasmania in attempt 
to control Gorse. Most of these have had limited success. Further information about biological 
controls can be obtained at the DPIW Weeds, Pest & Disease web page: Biological Control of 
Gorse     
      
NOTE: 
Comprehensive information about Gorse control can be obtained from the following URL: 
http://www.weeds.org.au/WoNS/gorse 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Herbicide 
(Active ingredient) 

Commercial 
products 

(Content of active 
ingredient) 

Rate of 
commercial 

product per litre of 
water 

Withholding 
period for use in 

pasture 

Comments 

triclopyr+ 
picloram 

Grazon DS 
(300 g/L + 
100 g/L) 

 
Tordon Timber 

Control 
Herbicide® 
(100 g/L + 

50 g/L) 

100ml 
 
 
 

50ml 

Nil 
 
 
 

Nil 

Optimum time of 
application is when 
plants are actively 
growing. 
The mixture must 
be applied 
immediately after 
the cut is made. 

glyphosate Roundup Biactive 
(360 g/L) 

Glyphosate 360 
(360 g/L) 

1 litre Nil As above. 
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DECLARED WEEDS ON KING ISLAND 

 
WEED NAME:  Boxthorn (Lycium ferocissum) 
 
Classification: Declared  
 
Description:  A thorny shrub with numerous branches growing up to 5 metres. Leaves are oval 
shaped and in clusters of 5-12 along branches and at base of spines. Flowers are purplish white 
with darker purplish patches. Fruit is fleshy bright orange-red round berries 5-12 mm long. 
 

 
Figure 3 Boxthorn (North Road) 
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Status of Roadside Boxthorn in 2006 
 
Boxthorn is common as a hedge plants along most roads in the north and west of the Island. It 
also found along South Road, Grassy Road, Old Grassy Road and several other minor roads in 
the south and east. Boxthorn was observed invading remnant paperbark forest off Graves Road. 
Anectodotal evidence suggests that the root rot fungus Pythophora cinamomi is affecting 
Boxthorn growing in the north of the Island. Root rot fungus is recognised as causing disease and 
often death to a wide variety of native plant species, exotic fruits and vegetables. Click here to 
view Parks Tasmania root rot fact sheet 
 
Recommendations for controlling roadside Boxthorn on King Island 
 
The KIWMS recommends the development of a program to replace Boxthorn as a hedge plant 
with native species.  
 
Note: Any program implemented to dig out /excavate Boxthorn should need to consider the 
potential for machinery to spread Pythophora cinamomi. 
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Control Options for Boxthorn 
 

Chemical Control 
  

The information below was obtained from the DPIW Weeds, Pests and Diseases web page Click 
here to view the DPIW Boxthorn web page  

�
After application of any herbicide, African boxthorn often looses its leaves quickly and appears to 
have died. Quite often the plant survives this period and then produces new foliage. If left unchecked, 
the plant can regenerate quickly. If this occurs, follow up chemical applications will be required to 
completely kill the plant. These should be done when a significant amount of regrowth has occurred, 
allowing adequate uptake of the herbicide’. 
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Physical Controls 
 
The information below was obtained from the DPIW web page Weeds, Pests and Diseases 
Click here to view DPIW Boxthorn Control Options  
�
Physical removal using heavy machinery is effective on large plants. The removed material 
should be destroyed, otherwise dead plants may provide shelter for vermin and the spines can 
still cause injury. 
 
Small plants can be dug up and destroyed.  
 
Once plants have been removed, the area will need to be monitored for regrowth from root 
sections left behind, or germinating seedlings. These can be easily pulled out if done early 
enough. 
 
Soil cultivation can break up the old root systems and bring pieces to the surface to dry out. 
Establishment of vigorous pasture or a crop after cultivation will provide competition to new 
African boxthorn plants and restrict the amount of available light, water, nutrients and space. 
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WEED NAME: Genista monspessulana  (Broom, Canary Broom, Montpellier Broom) 
 
Classification: Declared  
 
Description: Canary broom is a semi-woody shrub growing up to three metres tall. It has 
trifoliate leaves and bright yellow pea flowers followed by small pods containing 4 – 8 black 
seeds. Flowering occurs late winter to late spring. 
 

 
Figure 4 Canary Broom Genista monspessulana  (Yarra Creek Road) 

 
Status of Roadside Broom in 2006 
                                        
Canary Broom was found to be very widespread, occurring on many King Island roadsides. Most 
occur in close proximity to residences. 
 
Click on the Hyperlinks below to see Broom location maps 
 
Graeme's Rd  Haines Rd  Heddles Rd   Marshall's Rd  Millwood Rd  North Pegarah Rd   Old Grassy Rd  
Reekara Rd  Robins Road  South Reekara Road  Yarra Creek Rd  
 
 
Recommendations for controlling roadside Broom on King Island 
 
The KIWMS A Weed Management Strategy for King Island states that Canary Broom is an 
entrenched species requiring a ‘holding pattern’ of management. 
The Strategy recommends the development of a program of containment.  It also notes that there 
is an intense infestation of Broom around the Grassy mine. This infestation would need to be 
considered as a source of reinfestation when trying to control roadside broom. Cooperation with 
the mine’s new owners to reduce this reservoir of weeds is advisable.   
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Detailed Control Options for Broom 

 
Chemical Control 
The information below was obtained from the DPIW Weeds, Pests and Diseases web page 
Click here to view DPIWs Broom Control web page  
 
Note: The DPIW web page clearly states that herbicide recommendations are made subject to the 
product being registered for that purpose under relevant legislation. It is the user's responsibility 
to check that registration or an off-label permit covers the proposed use. If in doubt, check with 
the Registrar of Chemical Products, Department of Primary Industries, Water and Environment. 
Statewide Freecall 1300 368 550. 
 
Triclopyr (Garlon®) and triclopyr/picloram (Grazon DS®) are the only herbicides registered for 
use on broom in Tasmania. However, a permit has now been issued specifically designed for 
basal bark and cut stump applications in bush land using triclopyr, triclopyr/picloram and 
glyphosate (e.g. Roundup®, Roundup Biactive®). This permit also covers metsulfuron methyl  
 (e.g. Brushoff®, Brushkiller®) for spot spray application. For further information contact your�
regional Bushcare Officer. 
 
Foliar Application  
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Basal Bark and Cut Stump Application 
 
Note: The products in the table below are not registered for this use on broom in Tasmania and 
will not be mentioned on product labels, however a permit has been issued. For further information 
on permit details contact your local Bushcare Officer –Ph 1300368550 

 

 
Physical Control 
 
Slashing: Cutting seedlings when they are 5 to 10 cm high can provide effective control of 
regenerating plants. Thickets can be slashed with a brushcutter and regrowth sprayed with 
herbicide. 
 
Manual:  Small plants can be hand pulled or grubbed in spring when the ground is soft. Larger 
shrubs should be cut close to ground level and the stumps painted with herbicide. 
 
Fire: Fire may be a useful technique to reduce the soil seed bank. Most adult plants are killed by 
fire, while younger plants may re-sprout, depending on the fire intensity. Mass germination of 
the seed is stimulated by high soil heating and fire can deplete seed banks by up to 90%. If 
infestations are burned in the spring the seedling growth will be subject to summer drought 
stress, which will reduce seedling survival. Regeneration after fire can be treated with herbicide 
or by hand weeding. 
 
Grazing: Sheep and goats will graze broom seedlings and flowers and assist in suppressing the 
development of infestations and production of seed. 
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WEED NAME:  White flowering Pampas Grass (Cortaderia selloana) 
 
Classification: Declared 
 
Description: Very large clumping grass growing 2-6m tall. Large creamy white flowering 
plumes up to a metre in length are held above greyish-green serrated leaves approx 1.8 x 2cm.  
 
 

 
Figure 5 Pampas Grass (North Road)   

                                                          Link to DPIW Pampas illustrations & Photos 

 
Status of roadside Pampas 
 
Pampas Grass was recorded growing as a windbreak along North and Fraser roads and in 
isolated clumps along Millwood, Fraser, Graeme’s and Brumby’s roads. It was also observed 
growing as a shelterbelt in paddocks adjacent to Heddles and Graeme’s roads. *  It should be 
noted that one landholder with property on Millwood Road, believes that the Pampas plants on 
his property have grown from viable seed. 
 
Click on the Hyperlinks below to see Pampas Grass location maps 
 
Bold Head Road  Brumbys Rd  Fraser Rd  Graems Rd  Heddles Road  Millwood Road  North Road     
 
Recommendations for controlling roadside Pampas on King Island 
 
The KIWMS states that Pampas Grass is currently part of DPIW eradication Program. This 
Program aims to develop a plan for phased replacement with more suitable hedge plants.   
 
Splitting of clumps is the main method of propagating Pampas Grass on King Island. However 
there is a potential for the plant to be propagated from seed. There are two sexual forms of the 
plant: hermaphrodite (bisexual) and female. The female plant does not usually form viable seed 
by itself, but will do so when fertilised by pollen from a bisexual plant. Bisexual plants rarely 
produce seeds  
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The white flowering Pampas Grass growing along King Island roadsides appears to have been 
vegetatively (asexually) propagated from female plants. It generally believed that there are no 
bisexual plants on King Island (*although see above). If this is the case then sexual reproduction 
(and therefore the uncontrolled spread by viable seeds) is unlikely. However, it should be noted 
that in recent years, bisexual, white flowering Pampas grass has been introduced to mainland 
Tasmania. This has created a very serious potential weed problem for Tasmania and possibly 
King Island. 
 
Pampas Grass can produce 100,000 seeds per flower head and wind can carry seed more than 25 
kilometres from the mother plant. 
 
Given the relatively low abundance and limited distribution of Pampas Grass on King Island it 
would be prudent to eradicate it from the Island as soon as possible.  
 
Increasing the community’s awareness of Pampas Grasses potential to become a major weed 
may help prevent deliberate introductions for use as hedging or ornamental plants. 
 

Detailed Control Options for Pampas Grass 
 
Chemical Control 
 
Foliar Spray 

 
Physical control 
 
Hands pull or dig out the entire plant with a mattock, wherever possible. Larger plants can be 
 slashed with a brushcutter to make root removal with a mattock easier. Carefully remove any 
seed heads and securely bag to avoid seed spread. Dispose of bags in domestic rubbish service. 
*Make sure plant is dead before dumping at the tip. 
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WEED NAME: Slender thistle (Carduus tenuiflorus and Carduus pycnocephalus) 
 
Classification: Declared 
 
Description: The mature plant is upright in appearance and may branch considerably or be 
practically unbranched. It normally reaches a height of 1-2m but in exceptional years may 
exceed 2 metres. The stems are solid and pithy, polygonal in cross section and variable in 
diameter. They carry white fine cobwebby hairs. Stem leaves reach 130mm long, are sessile and 
their margins usually continue as wings down the stem. Hairs similar to those on the stem occur 
on upper and lower leaf surfaces.  
 
The flower heads form a cluster on the end of the stem. They are composite with tubular pink or 
purple florets and small, slender heads. The flower heads of C. pycnocephalus are about 2cm 
long whilst those of C. tenuiflorus are slightly less. The florets are surrounded by several rows of 
spined bracts. 
 

 
Figure 6  Slender Thistle (Yarra Creek Road) 

 
Status of Roadside Slender thistle in 2006 
 
Slender thistle has a wide distribution across King Island occurring along many roads. The 
highest abundance was recorded along Graemes, Cape Wickham and Yarra Creek Roads. Dense 
patches of Slender thistle occur in paddocks adjacent to many other roads. 
 
Click on the Hyperlinks below to see Slender thistle location maps 
 
Adams Road  Bischoffs Road Bungaree Road Flannigan area Graemes Road  Haines Road Kentford Road 
Munroes Road North Road Yarra Creek 
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Recommendations for Controlling Roadside Slender thistle on King Island 
 
The KIWMS describes Slender thistle as a localised species of high threat that should be targeted 
for eradication.  
 
Slender thistle seed can spread by wind, birds and contaminated pasture seed and hay. Thus, the 
eradication of slender thistle on roadsides and on other Council lands will not succeed without 
landholders carrying out a simultaneous eradication program. 
 

 
Control Options for Slender thistle 

 
Chemical 
 
It is best to treat Slender thistle with herbicide before it flowers in Spring. 

 
Spray Application  
 

 

 
Physical Control 
 
Pull or grub out entire plant and/or cut and bag flower heads to avoid germination 
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WEED NAME: Spanish heath (Erica lusitanica) 
 
Classification: Declared 

Description: Spanish heath is an erect multi-stemmed shrub with many surface roots and a tap 
root system. Delicate dull pink buds open to white flowers in autumn-winter, with fruit falling in 
early spring. Seed production is high and a well-developed shrub in full flower is capable of 
producing nine million seeds. Seed viability varies with site conditions. Spanish heath will grow 
up to 3 m high in undisturbed areas of woodland and is well adapted to shade. Plants start 
producing seed from 3-4 years of age, resprout if physically damaged even when very young, are 
resistant to grazing once over 5 cm, and re-sprout after fire. The soil seedbank of an infestation 
has been recorded at 480,000 seeds/m2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Status of Roadside Spanish heath in 2006 

Localised but intensive infestation at Grassy around several residences and adjacent bushland 

Click on the Hyperlinks below to see Spanish Heath location map 

Spanish Heath in Grassy 

Recommendations for Controlling Roadside Spanish Heath on King Island 

The KIWMS recommends complete eradication. Spanish heath has become a major weed 
problem on mainland Tasmania. Spanish heath has the potential to become a serious weed in 
King Islands Sedge Heath Scrub Complex. *Roadsides are recognised as having the potential to 
facilitate rapid spread of Spanish Heath.  Therefore given the very limited distribution of this 
plant on King Island it would be wise to aim for complete eradication as soon as possible  

Click here to view Park Tasmania Spanish Heath Web Page 

 

 
Figure 7 Spanish Heath. Source: Parks Tasmania 
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Weed Control Options 

 Spanish Heath Detailed Control Measures (from A Weed Management Strategy for King Island) 

Additional Control Information 

The information below was obtained from the following Parks Tasmania Weeds in Your Bush 
Web page: Spanish heath control   

Chemical Control 

 
Physical Control 

Slashing: Beware of slashing if the plant is well into flowering or in seed as this can spread the 
plant. Slashing will not kill the plant but it can be used to reduce flowering. Also Spanish Heath 
has brittle, woody butts that snap off very easily. It sprouts vigororously from these butts. This is 
why slashing can lead to dense stands of this weed. 

Burning: Burn and then spray the regrowth with herbicide. 

Mechanical control: This method alone is inadequate as the plant may regrow from fragments 
of root left in the soil. 

Hand Pulling: After rain when the soil is wet hand-pulling is very effective and can be used for 
seedlings and small plants. 

Hot Water:  Steam treatment using a steam spray unit may give good results for smaller plants. 

Additional information about controlling Spanish Heath can be found on the following URL 

http://www.weeds.crc.org.au/main/enviroweeds_archives_herbicides.html  

 

 Herbicide (active 
ingredient)  

Commercial products 
(concentration of active 
ingredient)  

Application rate  Comments  

Foliar Spray Glyphosate  Many different brands 
available, e.g. 

Glyphosate 360Æ (360 g/ 
L) 

RoundupÆ (360 g/ L) 

Roundup BiactiveÆ (360 
g/L) 

Weed MasterÆ (360 g/ L)  

All 10 ml/ L   

Cut and paint  Glyphosate  360 g/ L products as 
above  

200 ml/ L  Cut close to the 
ground and apply 
immediately after 
cutting  
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OTHER PRIORITY WEEDS ON KING ISLAND  

 
 
WEED NAME: Asparagus fern  (Asparagus scandens) 
 
Classification:   Priority  Weed on King Island.  
 
Description:  Asparagus fern is a climber-creeper with fern-like leaves and stems which grow 2 
– 4 metres from a perennial rhizome.Male and female flowers are borne on separate plants. 
Female flowers are followed by small orange fruit. 

 

 
Figure 8 Asparagus fern (invading roadside bush on Old Grassy Road) 

 
Status of roadside Asparagus fern in 2006 
 
Asparagus fern was recorded growing along 10 of King Island’s roads. The greatest abudance 
occurred along Grassy, Old Grassy, Loop, Kentford  Johnstone and Bischoffs Roads. In many 
areas any of  Asparagus fern has invaded remnant bushland areas and appears to be continuing to 
spread into new areas. 
 
Click on the Hyperlinks below to see Asparagus fern location maps 
 
Bischoffs Road  Graeme's Rd  Grassy Rd South  Kentford Rd  Loop Rd  Old Grassy Rd  Pegarah Rd 
West  Robbins Rd Yarra Creek 
 
Recommendations for controlling roadside Asparagus fern on King Island 
 
The KIWMS describes Asparagus Fern as a potentially highly invasive species that is likely to 
be very difficult to eliminate but requires serious control efforts to prevent it invading all native 
forest. The Strategy also states that Asparagus fern is worth nominating as a ‘declared weed’. 
 
The Department of Primary Industries and Water recommends the implementation of an 
integrated control program for eradication and prevent future occurrences on King Island2 
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Control Options for Asparagus Fern 

 
Chemical Control: 
 
The information below was sourced from the following URL 

 
http://www.weeds.org.au/WoNS/bridalcreeper/docs/Asparagus_Weeds_BPMM-4.pdf 
 
Herbicide treatment 
Herbicide application is the most effective control mechanism for larger infestations. Care must 
be taken when applying herbicide in native vegetation areas to avoid off-target damage. Selective 
herbicide gives better results and it is best to spray during winter and spring when the plant is 
actively growing. 
 
Plants up to 60cm high can be sprayed until the plant is wet but not dripping. Plants that 
are taller than 60cm should be cut back to a height of 30-60cm and then sprayed. This reduces 
the amount of herbicide needed, ensures spraying is done in a controlled manner, and minimises 
the damage to native species.  
The cut material will die without further treatment. The best herbicide mix available is 
Glyphosate (Roundup®) at a rate of 1% (100ml in 10L of water) + Pulse® for small plants 
(Brown et al.). Follow up is essential to ensure plants do not reshoot from the rhizome. 
 
There is currently no herbicide registered for exclusive use on Asparagus fern. It is important 
that the product label is read carefully before using any herbicide. Any deviation from the label’s 
instructions requires an off-label-use permit issued by the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary 
Medicines Authority (APVMA).  
 
The APVMA can be accessed via their website at   http://www.apvma.gov.au/index.asp  

 
Physical control 
 
Physical removal involves carefully excavating around and under the tuberous root mass 
before levering it out with hand tools. This control method is only effective if all of the tuberous 
root mass, including the rhizomes, are dug up and removed from site.  
 
Digging, or grubbing, only effective for isolated infestations or after several years of herbicide 
treatment on larger infestations. The act of digging out the tubers can create considerable soil 
disturbance allowing Asparagus fern and other weed seeds that have been lying dormant to 
germinate.  
 
Once the plant has been grubbed it is best to replace the soil and leaf litter to prevent erosion. 
Grub plants during autumn and winter, while soils are still moist and before fruit forms. Dug 
material should be immediately placed in a strong bag and taken off site. Material can be 
transferred into a black plastic bag and left out in the sun to, ‘cook’ the tubers and rhizomes. This 
process takes about 2-3 months after which time the bag can be disposed of in the kerbside waste 
collection or taken to the rubbish tip for deep burial. Do not compost or mulch root material as 
root fragments can reshoot. Slashing or pulling off the foliage will prevent fruit production, and 
may slowly deplete the tubers of energy over time, but it is unlikely to eradicate an infestation. In 
order to prevent seed set, the foliage should be slashed in July, which is before the plant flowers. 
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WEED NAME:  Arum lily (Zantedeschia aethiopica) 

 
Classification: Priority Weed on King Island 
 
 
Description: Large lily forming spreading clumps of leathery arrow shaped leaves up to 30cm 
long and flowers consisting of a yellow rod of minute flowers 5-10cm long surrounded by a 
fleshy white leaf –like structure (spathe) of10-26cm. Fruit consists of about 40-50 berries per rod 
which ripen to orange. They prefer damp areas and waterways. 

 
 

 
Figure 9 Arum Lily (Old Grassy Road) 

                                        
 
Status of roadside Arum lily 2006 

 
Arum Lily occurs in isolated clumps along many of King Islands Roads. The highest abundance 
occurs along Pegarah and Loop Roads. Smaller numbers, usually in close proximity to 
residences, occur along Brumbys, Fraser, Grassy Ridges, South and Wicks Roads. 
  
 Loop Rd   Brumbys Rd  Grassy Rd  Ridges Rd  South Rd     
 
Recommendations for controlling roadside Arum Lily on King Island 
 
KIWMS describes Arum Lily as a potential environmental weed, which is worth monitoring. 
 

Detailed Weed Control Options 
Chemical    
 
Spot Spray 
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WEED NAME:  Blue Butterfly Bush (Psoralea pinnata) 

 
Classification: Priority Weed on King Island 
 
Description: Evergreen large shrub to small tree 1.5-5m tall. It has short, dense pine-like foliage 
and masses of purplish blue and white pea flowers in late spring to early summer, followed by 
wrinkled pods 3-4mm long. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                              Butterfly Bush  Photo: Sourced from Parks Tasmania Website                    
 
Status of roadside Butterfly Bush in 2006 
 
The greatest abundance of Butterfly Bush occurred along Millwood and Grassy Roads. It was 
also found in low numbers along Pegarah, Haines, Brumbys, and Reeds Road. Most occurrences 
appear to be garden escapees. 
 
Click on the hyperlinks below to see Blue Butterfly Bush location maps 
 
Grassy Township  Haines Road  Millwood Rd (south)  Millwood Road  North Pegarah Road  Pegarah 
Road 
 
Recommendations for controlling roadside 
 
Butterfly Bush is classified as a potentially serious environmental threat to heath and scrub 
communities 
 
The KIWMS describes Butterfly Bush as an entrenched species requiring a ‘holding pattern’ of 
management. It also suggests a strategy of replacement to phase out its use as a garden 
ornamental. 
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Control Options for Butterfly Bush  
 
Chemical Controls 
 

 
Physical Controls 
 
Hand Pulling: Seedlings and young plants can be hand-pulled 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Herbicide (active 
ingredient)  

Commercial products 
(concentration of active 
ingredient)  

Application rate  Comments  

Foliar Spray Glyphosate  Many different brands 
available, e.g. 

Glyphosate 360Æ (360 g/ L) 

RoundupÆ (360 g/ L) 

Roundup BiactiveÆ (360 
g/L) 

Weed MasterÆ (360 g/ L)  

All 10 ml/ L   

Cut and paint   Glyphosate  360 g/ L products as above  200 ml/ L  Cut close to the 
ground and apply 
immediately after 
cutting  
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WEED NAME:  Banana Passionfruit (Passiflora mollissima) 

 
Classification: Priority Weed on King Island 
 
 
Description:  Evergreen climber with 3-lobed 10x14cm leaves, large pendulous pink flowers 
and edible 6-7cm oval fruit, which ripen to yellow-orange. 

 
 

 
Figure 10 Banana Passionfruit. Photo, King Island NRM Group 

 
Status of roadside Banana Passionfruit in 2006 
 
Banana Passionfruit was recorded in low numbers along Manson’s, Marshall’s, Pegarah and 
Grassy & Millwood Roads. The densest infestations were recorded within the remnant bushland 
on Millwood Road in Naracoopa. 
 
Click on the Hyperlinks below to see Banana Passionfruit location maps 
 
Grassy Rd  Haines Rd  Marshall's Rd  Pegarah Rd   
 
Recommendations for controlling roadside Banana Passionfruit 
 
The King Island Weed Management classifys Banana Passionfruit as an invasive environmental 
weed, which is worth nominating as a ‘declared weed’. Banana Passionfruit is found in many 
King Island gardens, thus any control program will require the participation of the general 
community. 
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Control Options 
 

The information below was sourced from the following URL 
http://www.gisparks.tas.gov.au/bushcare/care/wdspecies.htm#banana 

 
 
Chemical Control 

 
Physical Control 

Hand Pulling: Cut the climbing vines and dig out or hand-pull the roots in winter/spring. Leave 
the vines to die on the support plant if pulling them down will cause too much damage. Collect 
any fruit. Hand removal of seedlings is effective and removes all the roots. Treat regrowth in 
spring with glyphosate or hand pulling.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Herbicide (active 
ingredient)  

Commercial products 
(concentration of active 
ingredient)  

Application rate  Comments  

Foliar Spray Glyphosate  Many different brands 
available, e.g. 

Glyphosate 360Æ (360 g/ L) 

RoundupÆ (360 g/ L) 

Roundup BiactiveÆ (360 
g/L) 

Weed MasterÆ (360 g/ L)  

All 10 ml/ L   



 28 

 
WEED NAME: Cape Ivy (Delairea odorata ) 
 
Classification: Priority Weed on King Island 

 
Description: Cape Ivy is in the same family of plants as the daisy and ragwort. It has dense 
clusters yellow,sweetly fragrant, daisy like flowers .Leaves are fleshy and have  an Ivy like shape 
with 3 to 7 lobes.  These leaves are glossy with mid-lime green above and a silvery underside. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               Fig 11. Cape Ivy.  Source : New Zealand Agriculture Department 
 
Status of Roadside Cape Ivy in 2006 
 
Cape Ivy was mapped along nine roads. The greatest abundance was recorded on North and 
Grassy Roads. 
 
Click on the hyperlinks below to view Cape Ivy loction maps 
 
Grassy Road Grassy Grassy Road West Loop RoadNorth Pegarah Road Millwood Road North Road 
North Road South Pegarah Road Grassy Port Road Yarra Creek Road 
 
Reccomendations for controlling roadside Cape Ivy 
 
The KIWMS describes Cape Ivy as an invasive environmental weed requiring a holding pattern 
of management  
 
Control Options 
The information below as obtained from  the Weeds CRC website 
http://www.weeds.crc.org.au/main/enviroweeds_archives_herbicides.html  
 
Chemical  
 
Foliar spray 
 
Cut stems below waist height, spray below this point with 100ml + 20 ml of 
Organosilicone(surfactacant) per 10 litres 
 
Cut and Paint 
 
Cut and paint stems with with 1 gram metsulforon per litre or 100 ml glyphosate per litre 
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WEED NAME:  Cape Leeuwin Wattle (Paraserianthes lophantha) 

 
Classification: Priority Weed on King Island 
 
Description:  Evergreen small tree or shrub with spreading lacy crown to 8m.Leaves are compound and 
appear feathery, folding up as evening approaches. Flowers are a greenish yellow bottlebrush 4-10 x 5 cm 
followed by flat pods 8 – 12 cm long containing 6 – 12 black hard - coated seeds which smell disgusting 
when crushed. 
 
 

 
                                                              Figure 12 Cape Leeuwin Wattle (Currie) 
 
Status of roadside Cape Leeuwin Wattle in 2006 

 
Cape Leeuwin Wattle is found as isolated trees, or groups of trees on several roads. Most of 
these occur in close proximity to residences. 

 
Click on the Hyperlinks below to see Cape Leeuwin Wattle location maps 
 
Grassy Road Millwood Road North Road Reekara Road 

 
Recommendations for controlling roadside Cape Leeuwin Wattle 

 
The KIWMS classifies Cape Leeuwin Wattle as an invasive environmental weed species of high 
threat that should be targeted for eradication. It is a particular threat to coastal scrub. The 
Strategy suggests a phased replacement program. 
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Control Options 

Chemical 

The information below was sourced from the following Web 
site:http://www.gisparks.tas.gov.au/bushcare/care/wdspecies.htm  

 HERBICIDES: The table below shows the herbicides suitable for control of cape wattle. Do not 
apply herbicide if  plants are under stress 

 

 
Physical Control 

Seedlings and small shrubs may be removed by hand when the soil is moist. 

Large plants may be ringbarked as close to the ground as possible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 Herbicide (active 
ingredient)  

Commercial products 
(concentration of active 
ingredient)  

Application rate  Comments  

Foliar Spray Glyphosate  Many different brands 
available, e.g. 

Glyphosate 360Æ (360 g/ L) 

RoundupÆ (360 g/ L) 

Roundup BiactiveÆ (360 
g/L) 

Weed MasterÆ (360 g/ L)  

All 10 ml/ L   
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WEED NAME:  English Ivy (Hedera helix) 
 
Classification: Priority Weed on King Island 
 
Description: 
 
English Ivy is an evergreen climber with twining stems or tendrils. Leaves are three-lobed thin 
textured and slightly glossy, often with a slight whitish marbling. Leaves on flowering stems are 
larger, and are not lobed. It has inconspicuous greenish flowers in clusters, followed by black 
berries. 
 

 
Figure 13 English Ivy (Grassy Road) 

 
Status of roadside English Ivy in 2006 
 
The highest incidence of English Ivy occurs along Pegarah, Graeme’s, Yarra Creek, and 
Lancaster’s Roads. Scattered clumps were also recorded along Robbins, Ridges, South and East 
Wickham and Kentford Roads. Most occurrences of English Ivy appeared to be garden escapees; 
often growing adjacent to residences .In some cases these outbreaks extend hundreds of metres 
along roadsides into nearby bushland and/or along creek gullies.  
 
Click on the Hyperlinks below to see English Ivy location maps 
 
Graeme’s Rd Kentford Road  Lancaster Road  Pegarah Road  Ridges Road   Robins road  Yarra 
Creek Road 
 
Recommendations for controlling roadside English Ivy on King Island 
 
The KIWMS classes English Ivy as; an entrenched species requiring a ‘holding pattern’ of 
management.  
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Control Options for English Ivy 

 
Chemical Control 
 
The information in the table below was sourced from the following Parks and Wildlife Service Web page 
http://www.gisparks.tas.gov.au/bushcare/care/wdspecies.htm#ivy  
 

HERBICIDES : The table below shows the herbicides suitable for control of English ivy. Do not apply 
herbicides if the plants are under stress. 

Cut & Paint 

Note: Adding other products too most herbicides alters their effectiveness. Carefully consult the label for 
specific directions before adding any other product. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Physical control 
 
The information below was obtained from the following web site: 
http://www.gisparks.tas.gov.au/bushcare/care/wdspecies.htm#ivy 
 
Cut the ivy at the base and allow the tops of the plant to die in the trees. Be sure to locate all the places 
where the ivy may have taken root along the stems. Dig out the roots when the soil is soft. If the roots 
cannot be removed paint the stumps with herbicide.  
 
Burning  
 
If you pull down the ivy remove it from the site and burn or bury it deeply to prevent regrowth. 
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WEED NAME:  Holly (Ilex aquifolium) 
 
Classification: Priority Weed on King Island 
 
Description:  Evergreen shrub or small trees usually with a pyramid shaped crown                                              
growing to 15m tall. Leaves are dark green and shiny 3–10x 2.5–5cm and variably shaped, the 
lower leaves being spiny to deter browsing animals. Flowers at leaf axils in clusters of 3 
followed by small round berries, which ripen to bright red. 

   

 
                     Figure 14  Holly. Photo, T. Rudman; DPIWE, Tas 

 
Status of roadside Holly in 2006 
 
Holly was recorded at several locations along Millwood and Grassy Roads. The greatest 
abundance was occurred within remnant bushland adjacent to Millwood Road in Naracoopa. 

 
Click on the Hyperlinks below to see Holly location maps 

 
Millwood Road Holly   Naracoopa Holly 

 
Recommendations for controlling roadside Holly 

 
The KIWMS describes Holly as a localised species of high threat that should be targeted for 
eradication. Although the distribution of roadside abundance and distribution is relatively 
limited, complete eradication will be difficult without the cooperation of landholders who retain 
Holly as an ornamental plant on their properties. Additionally, the existence of established plants 
in the remnant forest in Naracoopa will continue to be a source of reinfestation, (particularly as 
the seed is spread by birds). 
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Control Options 

 
Cut lower branches from the trunk, cut tree, drill and full stump with herbicide. Click on 
following link to see appropriate ‘Cut and Paint Control Methods’ Cut and Paint Control 
Methods 

 
Chemical Control 
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Foliar spray � Glyphosate  Many different 
brands 
available, e.g. 

Glyphosate 
360Æ (360g/L) 

RoundupÆ 
(360g/L) 

Roundup 
BiactiveÆ 
(360g/L) 

Weed MasterÆ 
(360g/L)  

All 10 ml/L  

 

Add surfactant 
in accordance 
with the label 

 

 �

Cut and paint   Glyphosate  360 g/ L 
products as 
above. 

200 ml/L  Cut close to the 
ground and 
apply 
immediately 
after cutting  

�



 35 

 
WEED NAME: Japanese Honeysuckle(Lonicera japonica) 

 
Classification: Priority Weed on King Island 
 
Description:  Vigorous climber able to climb up to 10m, also forms dense groundcover. Older 
growth can be woody. Young stems are reddish and hairy bearing bright green leaves which are 
3-8x1-4cm.In summer and autumn strongly scented flowers are borne in pairs near stem tips and 
are 4cm long and white/cream ageing to yellow. 

 

 
Figure 11  Honeysuckle (Grassy Road) 

 
Status of roadside Japanese honeysuckle in 2006 

 
Japanese Honeysuckle was recorded from Millwood, Lancaster Pegarah and Grassy Roads. The 
greatest abundance was found along Millwood Road. 
 
Click on the hyperlinks below to see Honeysuckle location maps 
 
Lancaster Road  Millwood Road  Pegarah Road    Grassy Road 
 
Recommendations for controlling roadside Japanese honeysuckle 
 
The KIWMS describes Japanese honeysuckle as a species requiring a ‘holding pattern’ of 
management.  
 
Honeysuckle is a garden escapee. In many parts of Australia it has become a highly invasive 
weed of bushland. Thus, it is recommended that a program of phased replacement be 
implemented as soon as possible.  
 
Chemical Control- Foliar Spray 
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WEED NAME: Montbretia, Soldier Flower (Crocosmia x crocosmifolia) 
 
Classification: Priority Weed on King Island 
 
Description:  Montbretia, or soldier flower has flat strap-like leaves 30-80 x 1-2cm arising from 
underground corms. It has 60-90cm spikes bearing 4-20 bright orange trumpet-shaped flowers 3-
4cm long in summer to autumn. 
 
 

 
Figure 16  Montbretia (‘Golden Mile’ - Grassy Road) 

 
Status of roadside Montbretia in 2006 
 
The most extensive occurrence of Montbretia was observed along Grassy Road. Montbrettia also 
occurs to a lesser extent along Graemes, Kentford, Millwood, North, Pegarah and Yarra Creek 
Roads. 
 
Click on the Hyperlinks below to see Montbretia location maps 
     
Graeme Road   Grassy Road Grassy Road South   Grassy Road West  Kentford Road  Grassy Road South  
North Road  Pegarah Road  Yarra Creek      
 
Recommendations for controlling roadside Montbretia 
 

                       The KIWMS describes Montbretia as an entrenched species requiring a ‘holding pattern’ of 
management. 

 
Montbretia were originally planted as an ornamental but require a strategy of replacement as it is 
capable of rapidly colonising roadsides and disturbed bushland e.g. at Pegarah Forest 
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Control Options 

 
Chemical Control 
 

 
 
Physical Control 
 
Smaller plants can be pulled but care needs to be taken to ensure that bulbs are removed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Herbicide (active 
ingredient)  

Commercial products 
(concentration of active 
ingredient)  

Application rate  Comments  

Foliar Spray Brushoff @����������
�$2/�=
$2/1�%&� �����������
�  
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WEED NAME:  Periwinkle (vinca major) 
 
Classification: Priority weed on King Island. 
 
Description: Perennial evergreen creeper, growing up to 50cm tall with stems1-2m long forming 
dense smothering mats. Leaves are shiny green and 2-8 x 1-5cm .Flowers are blue with five 
petals about 5cm in diameter and borne singly in the leaf-axils Dec-May.  

 

 
 Figure 17 Periwinkle.  

                   Source: http://www.nmessences.com/healing/periwinkle_h.html  

 
Status of roadside Periwinkle in 2006 
 
Periwinkle was recorded growing along Fraser, East Wickham and Grassy Roads. The greatest 
abundance was found growing at two locations on Grassy Road.   
 
Click on the hyperlinks below to view Periwinkle location maps 
 
Grassy Road    North Pegarah Road   North Road 
 
Recommendations for controlling roadside Periwinkle 

 
The KIWMS describes Periwinkle as an Invasive environmental weed that requires a ‘holding 
pattern’ of management. 

 
Control Options 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 Herbicide (active 
ingredient)  

Commercial products 
(concentration of active 
ingredient)  

Application rate  Comments  

Foliar Spray Brushoff metasulfuron 0.1 g/L + 
surfactacant 

 Spray in early Spring 
when plants are growing 
vigorously. Repeat 
applications will be 
necessary. 
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WEED NAME:  Three cornered garlic (Allium triquetrum) 
 
Classification: Priority weed. 
 
Description: Bulbous perennial herb 18-40cm tall forming dense swards of light green strap-like 
leaves in damp shaded sites over winter and spring before the foliage dies back in summer. 
Flowers are loose clusters of drooping white bells on 10-50cm triangular cross-sectioned stalks. 
The leaves and stems are quite fleshy and smell unpleasantly like onion. 
 

 

 
                                                          Figure 18  Three-cornered garlic.  

                                                         Source: West Australian Department of Environment and Conservation 

 
Status of roadside Three cornered garlic in 2006 
 
Extensive stretches were recorded along Grassy Road. Lesser occurrences were recorded along 
Loop, Wicks, Fraser, Brumby, Pegarah, South, Loop, and Ridges Roads. 
 
Click on the hyperlinks below to see Three cornered garlic location maps 
 
  Grassy Road  Currrie area 

 
Recommendations for controlling roadside Three cornered garlic 

 
The KIWMS describes Three-cornered garlic as an entrenched species requiring a ‘holding 
pattern’ of management. It also describes it as invasive particularly in coastal vegetation. 
 

Control Options 
 

Detailed informaition about controlling Three cornered garlic can be found by clicking on the link below 
*Note the treatment for Crow garlic is applicable to Three cornered garlic. 
 
Three cornered garlic\Crow and Three Cornered Garlic Detail.pdf 
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WEED NAME:  Tree lupin (Lupinus arboreous) 
 
Classification: 
 
Description: Tree lupin is a tall shrub to small tree with drooping branches and creamy white 
and or yellow flowers on the ends of the branches. It resprouts after fire and damage. The seeds 
are produced in large quantities, are long-lived, and are stimulated by fire. 
 

 
Figure 19  Tree lupin (Charles Street) 

 
Status of roadside Tree Lupin in 2006 
 
Tree Lupin was recorded growing along North, Yambacoona, South Yellow Rock Roads and 
Charles Street. The highest abundance was found in the North of the Island, particularly along 
South Yellow Rock Road. 
 
 
Click on the hyperlinks below to view Tree lupin location maps 

 
North Road  Charles Street 

 
Recommendations for controlling roadside Tree Lupin 
 
Tree Lupin potentially serious environmental threat to coastal dunes and scrub thus it is 
recommended that it be eradicated from the above-mentioned sites as soon as possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 41 

 
Control Options 

 
Chemical Control 
 

Herbicides: The table below shows the herbicides suitable for control of Tree lupin. Do not 
apply herbicides if the plants are under stress. 

 
Physical Control 

Hand pulling:  Manual removal of seedlings and even larger plants is possible in sandy 
situations. 

Burning:  Fire followed by hand-pulling of seedlings or another fire within two years. 

Note: Adding other products to most herbicides alters their effectiveness. Carefully consult the 
label for specific directions before adding any other products. 
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Foliar spray Glyphosate  Many different brands 
available, e.g. 

Glyphosate 360Æ (360 g/ 
L) 

RoundupÆ (360 g/ L) 

Roundup BiactiveÆ (360 
g/L) 

Weed MasterÆ (360 g/ L)  

All 10 ml/ L  �

Cut & Paste Glyphosate  360 g/ L products as above  200 ml/ L  Cut close to the 
ground and apply 
immediately after 
cutting  
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WEED NAME: White horehound (Marrium vulgare) 
 
Description: Horehound is a branching, perennial plant with stems that are square in cross-
section, growing to a height of about 800 mm. The stems and lower surface of the leaves have a 
covering of white woolly hairs that give it the silvery appearance from which the name 
“horehound” is derived. The leaves are round or ovate in shape with deep-set veins, giving them 
a “crinkly” appearance. The leaf margins have rounded teeth. 
 
 

 
Figure 20   White Horehound  growing  inside fence line adjacent to Graves Road 

 
Status of roadside 
 
Horehound was recorded only from Graves Road. However A Weed Management Strategy for 
King Island states that it has also been recorded growing in Lavinia Nature Reserve and some 
farming properties. 
 
Click on the hyperlink below to view White Horehound location map 
 
Graves Road 
 
Recommendations for controlling roadside 
 
The KIWMS describes Horehound as an entrenched species requiring a ‘holding pattern’ of 
management. Elsewhere Horehound is regarded as a significant problem in both agricultural and 
natural environments. Therefore it would be prudent to eradicate this weed as soon as possible.  
 
Control Options for White Horehound 
 
Click on follwing link to view detailed control options for White Horehound White Horehound DPIW 
Service Sheet 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 43 

 
Other Weeds to Watch 

 
 
WEED NAME:  New Zealand Pittosporum (Pittosporum crassifolium) 
 
Classification: None for King Island 
 
Description: New Zealand Pittosporum is a small tree or shrub native growing up to 5 metres 
tall. 
 

 
Figure 21   New Zealand Pittosporum (invading bushland on Reekara Road) 

 
Status of roadside New Zealand Pittosporum in 2006 
 
New Zealand Pittosporum was recorded growing along Reekara, Netherby, Ridges, Graem’s and 
Racecourse Roads. The greatest abundance was found along Reekara Road where it was 
recorded as a planted windbreak and invading native roadside vegetation. 
 
Click on the hyperlinks below to view New Zealand Pittosporum location maps 
 
Grassy Road  Grassy Road West Netherby Road  Reekara Road  Reekara West    
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Control Options 

 
Chemical Control 
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Foliar spray   Glyphosate  Many different 
brands 
available, e.g. 

Glyphosate 
360Æ (360 g/ L) 

RoundupÆ 
(360 g/ L) 

Roundup 
BiactiveÆ (360 
g/L) 

Weed MasterÆ 
(360 g/ L)  

All 10 ml/ L  �

Cut and paint   Glyphosate  360 g/ L 
products as 
above  

200 ml/ L  Cut close to the 
ground and 
apply 
immediately 
after cutting  
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Weed name: Cotoneaster spp. 
 
Classification: None on King Island 
 
Description:  There are three species of cotoneaster, which pose a threat to native bush. These 
species are Cotoneaster franchetii, (Grey leaf) C.glaucophyllus (Silver leaf) C.pannosus (Silver 
leaf) C. franchetti is a tall shrub with long cane-like branches and salmon pink to pale orange 
fruit persisting through to July. It flowers November-January.Cotoneaster glaucophyllus is a tall 
spreading shrub with larger leaves than the other two species. It has masses of small red fruit that 
appear in February-August. It flowers October-November.Cotoneaster pannosus is a shrub with 
tangly wiry branches and red berries persisting through to July. It flowers in November. 

 

Figure 22   Cotoneaster spp. (western end of Yarra Creek Road) 

Status of Roadside Cotoneaster in 2006 

The greatest abundance of Cotoneaster was found along Grassy Road. Smaller numbers also 
occurred along Lancaster, Cape Wickham, South Reekara, Manson’s, Yarra Creek, Loop and 
Old Grassy Roads.  

 
Click on the Hyperlinks below to view Cotoneaster location maps 
 
 Old Grassy & Yarra Creek  South Reekara Road  Lancaster Road Cotoneaster 
 
Recommendations for controlling roadside Cotoneaster 

All three species have the same control methods The fruit of these species is readily spread by 
birds. Therefore, any attempts at control or eradication would need eradicate all sources of seed. 
Cotoneaster spp. commonly occurs in King Island gardens. 
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Control Options 
 
The  Cotoneaster control methods indicated below were sourced from the following Web site: 
 
http://www.gisparks.tas.gov.au/bushcare/care/wdspecies.htm#cotoneaster  
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Foliar spray   Glyphosate  Many different 
brands available, 
e.g. 

Glyphosate 
360Æ (360 g/ L) 

RoundupÆ (360 
g/ L) 

Roundup 
BiactiveÆ (360 
g/L) 

Weed MasterÆ 
(360 g/ L)  

All 10 ml/ L  �

Cut and paint   Glyphosate  360 g/ L products 
as above  

200 ml/ L  Cut close to the 
ground and apply 
immediately after 
cutting  
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Weed name:  Small leaved Privet(Ligustrum sinense) 
 
Classification: none for King Island 
 
Description:  
Evergreen to semi-deciduous (in cooler areas) small tree to 5 m high. Leaves elliptic to ovate, 
margins entire, similar colour on both surfaces. Mature leaves 2–6 cm long, 1.5–2.5 cm wide, on 
stalk 0.3–0.7 cm long. Berry 4–7 mm long, black and succulent when ripe; seeds 3–4 mm long. 
 
 

 
Figure 23  Small leaved privet. Source: Weeds Australia  

 
Status of Roadside Small leaved Privet in 2006 
 
Small leaved privet was recorded growing at only two locations; North Pegarah and Yarra Creek 
Roads 
 
Click on the Hyperlinks below to see Small leaved Privet location maps 
 
Yarra Creek Road  North Pegarah Road 
 
Reccomendations for controlling Small Leaved Privet 
 
Given that only two occurences were recorded it would wise to take a precautionary approach 
and eradicate this weed before it has a chance to become established. 
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Roadside Weed Mapping Sheets 

 
 
Unique ID Grid Coordinates Weed Name Linear Distance No of Plants Growth Stage Treatment Date 

Treated  
Other details 

 
 
 
 
 

   •  1 
•  2 to 5 
•  6 to 20 
•  21 to 50 
•  51+ 
 

•  Seedling 
•  Young/Rosette 
•  Mature/Not 
•  Flowering 
•  Mature flowering 
•  Seeding 
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   •  1 
•  2 to 5 
•  6 to 20 
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• Seedling 
•  Young/Rosette 
•  Mature/Not 
•  Flowering 
•  Mature flowering 
•  Seeding 

   

Organisation:                                                                     Map Name:                                                                                                       Date: 
Mapped by:                                                                        Map Number/Edition 
Location/Road:                                                                  Scale:                                                            Coordinate system: 
Project Name/Purpose: 

Unique ID codes    AF = Asparagus fern   Al = Arum Lily   BB= Blackberry   BMP= Broom   BT= Boxthorn   CAST= Castor oil plant   CE= Cotoneaster spp.  CI= Cape Ivy   CLW = Cape Leeuwin Wattle 
 
                                EI= English Ivy   FEN = Fennel   GO= Gorse   Hol=Holly   HS=Honeysuckle  LUP= Tree lupin   MB= Montbrettia  NZP=New Zealand Pittosporum  PAMP = Pampas Grass  
                                 
                                PP= Blue Butterfly Bush   PV= small leave privet   PW= Periwinkle   Sth= Slender thistle   TCG= Three cornered garlic   WHH= White Horehound 
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