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Introduction 

The issue 
Asparagus fern (Asparagus scandens) is a major issue on King Island. It infests vast areas, particularly in waterways, and 

is rapidly spreading via birds eating the berries. Mapping to date shows that Asparagus fern covers 1597 ha across the 

island, but we expect there is more we don’t yet know about. The zones we have indicated (page 11) that need to be 

checked for possible Asparagus fern, noting that only about 10% of this is vegetated, and it is only the vegetation that 

would harbour Asparagus fern, total approximately 3280 ha, nearly 3% of King Island.  

We estimate the Landcare crew would need about 300 days with 5 people to cover all zones annually, with a cost of 

nearly $900,000 per year. This sort of funding is not available to us. Therefore, we need an island-wide, targeted, and 

concerted control effort, involving the whole community. 

Asparagus fern has the ability to invade and destroy ALL of our native vegetation, blocking out all native species, 

including threatened species of plants and animals. The Final Report to Cradle Coast Authority: Defining and mapping 

habitat requirements to support the survival of King Island threatened birds, identifies weeds as a threat to all aspects of 

survival of our birds. Co-author, Phil Bell from Biodiversity Maintenance Australia, says in his support letter for this 

project: “If uncontrolled, Asparagus Fern has the capacity to smother native ground and shrub cover and ultimately 

inhibit the regeneration of the native forests required by these highly threatened birds.”  

Bridal Creeper (Asparagus asparagoides) also exists on King Island, in much smaller quantities, but is still important to 

control and potentially eradicate to prevent it from becoming a bigger problem. 

This Plan has used the Weeds of National Significance Asparagus Weeds Management Manual as a primary guide, and 

excerpts from this manual are inserted throughout the document, with King Island specific information, actions and 

priorities added. This manual should be used in conjunction with this Plan to inform how to take the action required to 

control Asparagus fern. 

Call to action 
Considerable action has been taken in the past to control Asparagus fern for specific landholders who expressed 

concern. From 2008 to 2012, we have controlled Asparagus fern in the bush around Currie Wharf, Camp Creek, Fraser 

River, Kentford Road and Johnstones Rd (including trials), Bischoff’s and Grassy Rd, and isolated patches in the north. 

Some of these were done for multiple years.  Unfortunately, the flow of funding for this work and lack of follow up 

control has allowed these areas to return to their original state of being smothered by Asparagus fern. In the meantime, 

the problem has been spreading. The key learning from past control efforts is FOLLOW UP IS ESSENTIAL. 

A number of people are working on control in their area. We acknowledge and highly value these efforts! Many have 

grave concerns about what this weed is doing to forested areas.  

Through the objectives and priorities agreed to in this Plan, we will ‘spread the word’ and aim to activate the whole 

community through invigorating and inspirational workshops and activities, encouraging and supporting the formation 

and work of new neighbour groups, volunteer groups, and ‘Friend of’ groups. King Island Landcare crew will be 

controlling Asparagus fern with publicly and privately funded projects, but we cannot do it all. In addition, we are more 

likely to get funding if there is a lot of community action happening, and also, landholders who are actively controlling 

Asparagus fern themselves are more likely to get our assistance on-ground.  

We want to foster and create great days in the forest with the satisfaction of making progress, exercise, learning and 

experiences that are great for the body, mind and soul! 

We will also work closely with and support King Island Council, public and private land managers, and businesses, to 

enhance the whole-of-community focussed effort that is required. 

Description and distribution of Asparagus fern 
Asparagus fern is a climbing plant from South Africa that invades native vegetation including dry sclerophyll forest and 
coastal heath. It is a significant environmental weed in Victoria and Western Australia and an emerging weed New South 
Wales and South Australia. 



2 
 

Asparagus fern is found mostly in northern Tasmania, generally occurring in coastal or near coastal environments. The 
most severe Tasmanian infestations occur on King Island and in the Bridport area. Significant but smaller populations of 
this weed also occur in coastal areas between Devonport and Burnie. 
from Asparagus fern Weed management Plan, Department of Primary Industries, Water and Environment(Tas), 2011 

Identification 
 

    

 

 

 

A new seedling 

 

  

A dense infestation of Asparagus fern 

 

Asparagus fern  
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Bridal creeper 

 

 

A bridal creeper infestation 
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Legal status 
 

Asparagus fern 
 
Excerpts from Asparagus fern Weed management Plan, Department of Primary Industries, Water and 

Environment(Tas), 2011: 

 
King Island is “Zone B” for Asparagus fern. 
“Zone B” includes those Tasmanian municipalities for which containment of the declared weed is the principal 
management objective. Such municipalities host large, widespread infestations of the declared weed that are not 
deemed eradicable because the feasibility of effective management is low at this time. These municipalities lack a 
strategic management plan for the weed and/or resources to undertake control actions at a level required for 
eradication have not been secured. 
The management outcome for Zone B municipalities is Containment. This means ongoing prevention of the spread of 
asparagus fern from existing infestations to areas free or in the process of becoming free of asparagus fern. Also 
required is Containment within municipal boundaries, protection of specified areas within municipal boundaries, and 
prevention of spread to Zone A municipalities. 
 
Zone B landholdings requiring protection from asparagus fern. 
a) Any Zone B property sharing a border with a Zone A municipality 
b) Any asparagus fern free property within Zone B. 
c) Any group of properties within Zone B for which the owners have developed and are implementing a local integrated 
Weed Management Plan for asparagus fern. 
d) Any property within Zone B where asparagus fern is impacting negatively upon any community or flora or fauna 
species listed under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 and/or the 
Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act 1995. 
 
New asparagus fern occurrences in Zone B municipalities are to be reported when they increase the likelihood of spread 
of the plant to any of the areas listed above. For example, a group of Zone B landholders attempting to implement an 
asparagus fern management plan for their local area may report new occurrences of asparagus fern on municipal roads 
passing through their area or nearby coastal areas in order that these can be targeted for control. Established, well-
known asparagus fern infestations don’t need to be reported. 
 
Measures to reduce the number of asparagus fern plants, eradicate asparagus fern from an area or restrict asparagus 
fern to a particular area:  
Owners of Zone B properties sharing a boundary with landholdings listed above are required to undertake property 
boundary control and control along waterways, drainage lines, roadways and other transport corridors.  
Agricultural contractors, utility maintenance crews, roading and earthmoving contractors, delivery people and any other 
persons visiting Zone B properties infested with asparagus fern are required to undertake the basic hygiene measures. 
Failure to do so increases the likelihood of asparagus fern spread. 
 
Rules for a declared weed: 
(1) A person must not import or allow to be imported into Tasmania any asparagus fern. 
(1) A person must not: 
(a) sell asparagus fern or any material or thing containing or carrying asparagus fern; or 
(b) purchase or offer to purchase asparagus fern or any material or thing containing or carrying asparagus fern; or 
(c) grow, propagate or scatter asparagus fern; or  
(d) store asparagus fern or any material or thing containing or carrying asparagus fern; or 
(e) hire or offer for hire any material or thing containing or carrying asparagus fern; or 
(f) use asparagus fern or any material or thing containing or carrying asparagus fern; or 
(g) deal with asparagus fern or any material or thing containing or carrying asparagus fern in any manner that is likely 
to result in the spread of the declared weed. 
 

Bridal creeper 
The above rules apply for Bridal creeper, with additional requirements due to King Island being a Zone A municipality for 

Bridal Creeper.  
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Zone A Municipalities - eradication: Eradication is the most appropriate management objective for Zone A 
municipalities which have little or no bridal creeper, or when a credible plan for eradicating existing infestations is being 
developed and implemented. The ultimate management outcome for Zone A municipalities is achieving and maintaining 
the total absence of bridal creeper from within municipal boundaries. 

Strategies 
Referring to strategies and plans ensures we are working in line with agreed actions and priorities. Applications for 

funding require that projects are in line with existing strategies, so the information below will strengthen our 

arguments that it is vital we are resourced to tackle Asparagus fern. 

National 

The Vision of the National Weeds Strategy is to “Protect Australia’s economic, environmental and social assets from the impacts 
of weeds. One Goal is to Minimise the impact of established weeds and the Relevant priority for asparagus fern 
on King Island is to Increase participation in coordinated management approaches across all land tenures. 

Another Goal is to Enhance Australia’s capacity and commitment to weed management with a Priority to Develop the 
knowledge, capacity and commitment of key stakeholders to play an active and constructive role in weed management. 

(Australian Weeds Strategy 2017-2027, p. 5) 

Weeds of National Significance 

The Australian Weeds Strategy also details Weeds of National Significance (WoNS). All Asparagus weed species are classed 
as WoNS. 

The Weeds of National Significance (WoNS) are agreed by Australian governments based on an 
assessment framework. 

Nomination as a WoNS recognises a species as a priority current and future weed threat to Australia, 
requiring coordinated and strategic  management along with shared stakeholder investment to develop and 
implement best  practice to prevent, eradicate, contain and/or minimise its impacts in different parts of the 
nation. They are causing major economic, environmental and/or social impacts in a  number of states or 
territories with strong potential for further spread. 

All WoNS have individual national strategic management plans. The scope of these include developing foundational awareness 
and best practice management extension materials, establishing strategic, coordinated control programs, initiatives to limit 
further introduction spread, and research to develop new control tools such as biological control  agents. 

(Australian Weeds Strategy 2017-2027, p. 33 

The Weeds of National Significance Asparagus weeds management manual (2013) “aspires to three goals:  

1. New asparagus weed infestations are prevented from establishing.  

2. Existing asparagus weed infestations are under strategic management.  

3. There is increased capability and willingness to manage asparagus weeds.” p. vi 

 

State 
 
Tasmania’s weed strategy is WeedPlan, which informs all other weeds strategies and legal obligations as above. For 
more information go to the Department of Natural Resources and Environment website: nre.tas.gov.au/invasive-
species/weeds 
 

Roads 
This strategy is relevant to the work of King Island Council, and contractors. 
 
The Department of State Growth State Roads Weed Management Strategy 2016-2026 emphasises the responsibility of 

Councils to minimise weed spread in road environments: “Roads are a vector for weed spread across the State with 

weed seed and propagules being spread via machinery used on construction projects, maintenance works, vehicular 

movement on and off roadways and via seed within road gravel or soil moved. To minimise the risks posed by roadside 

weeds, the ‘Weeding roadside – A guide to effective weed management on roadsides’ (Goninon) outlines the following 

methods to employ:  

• Avoid slashing weeds after they have developed seeds  
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• Clean earthmoving equipment, especially when moving to new areas  

• Use gravel from a local area to prevent the introduction of new weed species  

• If a gravel dump hasn’t been used recently and there is a large number of weeds present, scrape off the top 

layer and don’t use it. Deep burial is an option for material containing weeds and their propagules (seeds, roots 

and stem fragments)  

• Control weeds that occur near quarry dumps and quarries to prevent seeds finding their way into the gravel  

• Inspect the roadside after construction works and kill the weeds that emerge at the edge of the work site  

• Rehabilitate and revegetate areas that have been disturbed with appropriate native species. Control weeds in 

these areas after planting. This is very important as many revegetation projects fail due to poor management 

and ultimately become weedy  

• Consider mulching to prevent erosion and weed establishment in disturbed sites  

• When undertaking maintenance move from the weed free to the weediest end of roadside. This will reduce the 

spread of weeds along the road.” State Roads Weed Management Strategy 2016-2026 p. 16 

These guidelines should be employed by anyone who uses machinery or moves soil in weedy environments. 

This Strategy also categorises Asparagus fern as a category 2 or 3 roadside weed, as below:  

Category 2 - Naturalised species on WONS, Declared or weed alert lists. Includes weeds regarded as a serious threat by 

Department of Primary Industries, Water and Environment or weeds declared in the future.  

Requires:  

• Targeted response, undertaken in consultation with DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY INDUSTRIES, WATER AND 

ENVIRONMENT, local council, adjacent landowners and other relevant stakeholders for isolated populations. 

Limit further spread of those that have a wider distribution. Undertaken by specialist contractor. Direction from 

Environment Development Approvals. Consider management factors on site by site basis. Objective: Eradication 

or limit spread. 

Category 3 - Naturalised species on WONS, Declared or weed alert lists. Widespread distribution and/or many 

occurrences on roadsides. More conspicuous and well known by the public. Requires: Control subject to budgets. Does 

not require specialist expertise. Suitable for routine maintenance contractor in accordance with Weed Service Delivery 

Plans. Common targets of routine maintenance programs in the past. Objective: Containment. State Roads Weed 

Management Strategy 2016-2026 p. 19 

Regional 

The Cradle Coast Regional Weed Management Strategy 2010 has a vision of: “A region leading the way in protecting 
natural resources from the impacts of weeds through practical and 
integrated management involving members of the Cradle Coast 
community and all levels of government and industry”, aims to 
eradicate Bridal Creeper from the region, and to “significantly reduce 
the impact of…weeds with potential to have significant impacts on 
environmental, economic and social values. These include WONS 
[and] declared weeds” p.8 
These excerpts from the Cradle Coast Authority 2030 NRM Strategy 

show that weed management is a major part of preserving the health 

of our native vegetation and threatened flora and fauna. Page 23: 
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The following priorities focussed on King Island both identify weeds as local threats to King Island native vegetation and 

King Island forest birds. Asparagus fern is a serious threat to both, covering and smothering more area than any other 

weed on the island, with a huge capacity to spread and invade other areas. 

 

 

From p.78 
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From p.85 

Local 
King Island Landcare Strategy 2023-2033 has many sections and references relevant to management of Asparagus 

fern.  

A few of these are below, with their action numbers and timelines included: 

2.1 Current biodiversity is maintained and threats to the natural values of King Island are well-managed. (by 2043  
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2.1.2 Weeds of National Significance are controlled/eradicated, and no new incursions of weeds have developed. (by 

2033) 

2.1.2(a) Management priorities for WoNS have been developed and actions implemented. (2028) 

(b) The impacts of weeds have been reduced. (by 2028) 

(c) Continuous awareness raising of invasive weeds, and their impacts for the community.  

(d) Ongoing funding for Inkweed and Asparagus Fern management and eradication. (by 2028) 

2.2.3 The threats to King Island’s important species are reduced. (by 2033) 

King Island Council Strategic plan 2022-2032 
The strategic priority is to continue to monitor environmental risks and develop action plans to address these risks. 

Environment and Resource Management is one of their key focus areas, and has a 10-year goal to have: “Council’s 

operations in concert with Landcare and Biosecurity and other associated bodies incorporate environmental values that 

are important to the people of King Island and develop processes and procedures to better protect these identified 

values” p. 28. 

Council will work together with Landcare, Industry groups and relevant State Departments to address the threats to the 

natural environment on King Island, such as climate change initiatives, waterways, public space and weed management 

p.29. 

Asparagus weeds management manual 
The Asparagus Weeds Management Manual should be used in conjunction with this document for details about control, 

plant descriptions, site planning, and case studies.  

These are available from King Island Landcare, who can also give you a copy of just the sections relevant to Asparagus 

fern. 

The manual can also be accessed at: https://nre.tas.gov.au/invasive-species/weeds/weeds-index/declared-weeds-

index/asparagus 

 

  

https://nre.tas.gov.au/invasive-species/weeds/weeds-index/declared-weeds-index/asparagus
https://nre.tas.gov.au/invasive-species/weeds/weeds-index/declared-weeds-index/asparagus
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Maps 
Below is an island-wide map of Asparagus fern, showing density of the infestation. Close up maps can be found in 

Appendix 1. 

MAP 1 

 

                                   Areas where control measure are in progress are shown with yellow circles 
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Below is a ‘Zone’ map which will inform local priorities for control.  

1. Not currently known to be in these areas – PREVENTION* 

2. Where plants are just starting to invade, or isolated dense infestation - ERADICATION. 

3. The edges of dense infestations – CONTAINMENT back to the 4 zone. 

4. The dense infestations. – CONTAINMENT and ASSET-BASED PROTECTION**. 

These show us where we need to have objectives of prevention of new infestation and eradication of Asparagus fern 

(Zone 1 & 2), and containment (Zone 3 & 4). These objectives can change if they threaten high conservation value areas, 

or there is commitment and action from landholders. The zones show that we need to work on Asparagus fern across at 

least one-third of the island. 

*Zone 1 is all the area outside of the other zones. Asparagus fern could be spreading into these areas, but not known as yet. 

**ASSET-BASED PROTECTION means removing the weed threat around areas with high conservation value such as threatened 

plants, animals and plant communities, nature reserves, significant geological sites, high quality vegetation, habitat and waterways 

etc.  

 

MAP 2 
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Bridal creeper on King Island 

Bridal creeper has also been at City of Melbourne Bay, but controlled and no longer evident there. It is also in the 

Marshall’s Road area, with only one plant found in 2024. 

MAP 3 

 

MAP 4 
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Objectives 
Short term (by 2029) 

- Increase the awareness, engagement and action to manage Asparagus fern and Bridal creeper. 

- Set up a ‘Asparagus fern task force’ of interested and concerned people to meet and help motivate the 

community. 

- Obtain ongoing funding to assist both private and public landholders in control. 

- Establish and support any action taken by neighbour and volunteer teams. 

- Contain the island’s infestation to the densely infested areas. 

- Establish a program to prevent seeding by progressively cutting down seeding plants annually. 

- All AF in zones 3 and 4 (see MAP 2) is prevented from seeding annually. 

- Have high conservation areas under management. 

- Work with KI Council with regard to roadsides and public lands. 

- Maintain mapping of known and newly discovered or reported areas. 

Medium term (by 2034) 

- All AF is controlled annually with a view to eradication from areas locally zoned 1 and 2 (see MAP 2) 

- Removal programs are in place for 25% of Zone 4 areas. 

Long term (by 2050) 

- All AF is being controlled by landholders, volunteer teams and/or King Island Landcare. 

- 50% of areas are eradicated, with monitoring ongoing in these areas. 

Priorities 
Priority Action Timing Who 

1 Funding Seek funding Immediate/ 
Ongoing 

Landcare crew 
coordinator 

2 Awareness 
raising and 
community 
engagement 
 

- Workshops, demonstrations and field days 
- Working bees 
- Establishment of neighbour, ‘Friends of’ and 
community groups 

- Access and facilitate involvement of off-island 
volunteer groups and environmental tourism 

- Attend community events and have our own as 
well 

- Engage stakeholders: approach people to join 
groups, ‘leaders’ in the ‘neighbourhood ‘and 
people with isolated infestations. 

- Engage with community groups and people who 
frequent particular areas 

- Disseminate WoNS manual and this AFMP 
- Keep mapping up to date 
- Submit maps in the KI Courier e.g., 1 per week. 

Immediate/ 
Ongoing 

Landcare crew 
coordinator, Project 
Officer, Committee 
 
Wings on King Island 
 
Community 
Landholders 
Parks and Wildlife Service 
Community groups 
 

- Liaise with KI Council 
- Raise awareness and support contractors and 
Council workers. 

King Island Council 
King Island Landcare 

Integrated 
weed control 

Include AF when doing other weed control e.g., 
Inkweed 
 

From next 
funding 
application 
2024 

Landcare crew 

3 Support 
community 
action 

Assist landholders who are already doing control or  
where partnerships, community or neighbour 
groups are formed 
or 

From next 
funding 
application 
2024 

Community 
Private 
Parks and Wildlife Service 
Landcare crew 
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there is landholder commitment to 5-year co-
contribution 
i.e., where success is most likely 
Keep a database of what action is happening and 
the method used. 
- Acknowledge, celebrate and map all control 
efforts eg. Media. Signs at work sites 

 
 
 
Community 
Landholders 
Parks and Wildlife Service 
Community groups  
 
 
 
 
 

King Island Council 

Community 
Landholders 
Parks and Wildlife Service 
Community groups  
_____________________ 
King Island Council 

4 Control of 
seed source and 
priority areas 

Sources of infestation/seeds/spread - Zone 4 and 
seeding/flowering plants in other zones (focus 
cutting off above ground to prevent seeding) 

From 2025 

Isolated or new patches (Zone 1 and 2) 
Control/removal 

Roadsides (as resources allow) 

5 Asset 
protection 

Control AF near threatened species, high 
conservation natural values  

From 2027 

6 Control of rest 
of areas 

Zone 3 – Control/removal 
 

From 2031 

Public land managed by Council (as resources 
allow) 

Control 

Top tips for control 
- Follow up what started – seeds are viable for at least 3 years, 

follow up for at least 5 years.  

- Ensure the amount controlled is able to be followed up with 

resources available (volunteers, landholders, funding, time). 

- Holistic management - Control other WoNS, highly invasive 

and smothering weeds* in the area at the same time.  

- Integrated control – eg. spray, follow up with hand removal to 

save emerging native species. 

- Minimise off-target damage. 

- Sheep or goats can be used – short term (1-2 days) grazing. 

- Attempt to cut all plants annually to stop further seeding and 

therefore spread. 

- Hand removal – always leave on site to die. 

- Outcomes at different stages – containment, eliminate 

seeding, remove roots, remove small seedlings when small. 

- Seeds are thought to be viable in the soil for up to 3 years, 

longer depending on climatic conditions. This is a relatively 

short-lived seed, making success easier as long as work is 

followed up annually and new plants not allowed to set seed. 

NB. Green seeds can be viable. 

Control Methods ** 
~ Hand removal  ~ Crowning ~ Digging/grubbing (small 

plants only) ~ Slashing and grazing (to prevent seeds, buy time and 

deplete root energy) ~ Cut/gouge and paint ~ Spraying# 

** For details about control methods see the Asparagus Weeds Management manual which should be referred to in 

conjunction with this document. 

# King Island Landcare uses Wetcit® instead of Pulse® as a surfactant, because Wetcit® is organic, therefore safer for 

people and the environment. Our mix is: metsulfuron at 0.15g/L, glyphosate 360 at 10ml/L, Wetcit at 4ml/L. 

Also www.nre.tas.gov.au/invasive-species/weeds  details herbicides to use for Asparagus fern, and guidelines for safe 

use of herbicides, see https://nre.tas.gov.au/invasive-species/weeds/weeds-index/declared-weeds-

index/asparagus/asparagus-herbicides-for-control 

*Weeds to target at the same time include: 

Blackberry 

Inkweed 

Bridal creeper 

Climbers eg. Polygala, honeysuckle, wandering 

creeper 

Psoralea 

Brooms and Tree lupin 

Agapanthus 

Arum lily 

Montbretia 

Pampas Grass 

Banana passionfruit 

Blue periwinkle 

Cape and English Ivy 

Boxthorn 

Boneseed 

Cape Leeuwin Wattle 

Seeding pines 

Cotoneaster 

Gorse 

Holly 

Coprosma  

Spanish heath 

Oxeye daisy? 

Ragwort? 

Weeds such as thistles and small herbaceous 

plants are not thought to have a major impact 

on biodiversity. 

http://www.nre.tas.gov.au/invasive-species/weeds
https://nre.tas.gov.au/invasive-species/weeds/weeds-index/declared-weeds-index/asparagus/asparagus-herbicides-for-control
https://nre.tas.gov.au/invasive-species/weeds/weeds-index/declared-weeds-index/asparagus/asparagus-herbicides-for-control
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Asparagus Weeds Control Guide  
From: https://nre.tas.gov.au/invasive-species/weeds/weeds-index/declared-weeds-index/asparagus 

Do 

• Get in early - large infestations are very difficult to eradicate; 
• Pull out or poison new infestations as soon as they are detected and before they flower; 
• For large infestations, plan your control program, as this will save time and money in the long-run; 
• Check an infestation regularly over several years in case of regrowth from remnants of the root system; 
• Follow-up control including hand-removal and/or herbicide where necessary; 
• Dispose of any removed material carefully - root material can survive being dried for long periods, and seeds 

should not be composted or mulched. 
• Use a dye marker with the herbicide to minimise missed plants and prevent over spraying. 

 

Don't 

• Don't plant asparagus weeds as ornamentals in your garden; 
• Don't leave new infestations to establish - get in early and eradicate; 
• Don't rely on one attempt at removal - follow-up is essential to eradicate an infestation; 
• Don't let it seed; 
• Don't dump asparagus weeds material - rhizome and root material can re-sprout and form new infestations; 
• Don't compost or mulch root material as rhizome fragments can re-shoot. 

 

Spread of asparagus weeds 

• Asparagus weeds are spread by seed, as well as vegetatively via rhizomes and tubers. 
• Local spread of an infestation occurs when the expanding mat of rhizomes and tuberous roots send up new 

shoots. Long distance spread of seed occurs when birds eat the fruits and deposit the seeds substantial 
distances from the parent plant. 

• Seed can also be spread in mud on footwear and machinery and in water along drainage lines. 
• Dumping of garden rubbish containing seeds of asparagus weeds or root fragments can also aid spread. Earth-

moving machinery such as backhoes and graders can break up the tuberous root mass and deposit tubers at 
other sites where they shoot from the rhizome. 

• Asparagus weeds can establish even among healthy native vegetation where soil and litter is suitable. 

Avoid the introduction of asparagus weeds 

• Many infestations of asparagus weeds derive from ornamental garden plantings. 
• Do not plant this declared weed in your garden. Encourage other gardeners to remove the weed if it is already 

present in their garden. 
• Never dump asparagus weed material, or use the material for garden mulch as the weed can re-sprout from 

rhizome and root tuber material. 
• See the Washdown Guidelines for Weed and Disease Control for detailed information on how to wash-down 

equipment and personnel to reduce the chance of spreading asparagus weeds. 

Monitoring – assess the success of your work 

• When monitoring, you will assess the reduction in Asparagus fern, the rate of establishment of native 

regeneration, and identify incursion of other weeds.  

• The monitoring form and cover (density) estimator on the pages 18 & 19 are a simple way to record changes. 

• Monitor before you start work so you have a baseline. You can assess the whole area, or set up a plot that is 

20m x 20m. 

• Photos taken annually from the exact same spot (photopoint), direction and height, is the most simple and easy 

way to record the difference you’ve made. 

• Use 2 posts, one to take the photo from and the other to line up with. 

http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Documents/Washdown-Guidelines-Edition-1.pdf
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Carmen’s method 
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Monitoring form for weed control 
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Density estimator 
Density is how much of the ground the weed (or plant being monitored) is covering. The chart below will assist in 

estimating the density.  

The circles represent any size of area you are estimating density for. There are two diagrams below for each percentage 

of density. 

Low density = 1%-25%  Medium density = 26%-60%  High density = 61%-100% 
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Site planning  
Have a map and identify values, risks, and priorities for work 

See Asparagus Weeds Management Manual pp.32 & 33 

Note that Bridal creeper must be mapped and controlled mid-winter to mid-spring, as the foliage dies off over summer. 

 

Prevent spread of Asparagus fern 

Weed hygiene 

Foot baths 
You should dip your boots into a footbath of methylated spirits or bleach before and after entering natural bush areas. 

This will kill and inhibit spread any seeds, unwanted fungi spores or diseases that might be on your boots.  

Waste dumping 
NEVER dump your garden or weed control waste in natural areas. 

Leave roots and leaves of Asparagus fern on site to die, monitor the waste location and kill any plants that germinate. 

Clean vehicles and machinery 
Poor weed hygiene is a major way that weeds are being spread on King Island, and everyone is responsible for avoiding 

this. 

ALWAYS clean machinery after working in a weedy site. Focus on the floor of vehicles, tires, under-carriage and any grills 

etc where soil and seeds can gather. See https://nre.tas.gov.au/invasive-species/weeds/weed-hygiene for more 

information and guidelines. 

Beware that weed seeds can be in woodchips, mulch or soil. 

 

Report sightings 
We encourage community members to report any sightings of Asparagus fern or Bridal creeper, that are outside of 

locations on the maps, to King Island Landcare. 

 

Trials 
In 2023/2024 we have begun a trial using various herbicides to ascertain what chemical control works best over time. A 

further parameter of pulling down taller Asparagus fern or leaving it and spraying only up to shoulder height is also 

being tested. 

The trial plots will be followed up with spraying of the same herbicide mix annually, and results will be updated in this 

management plan. 

The plots are 10m x 10m in an area where the initial density of Asparagus fern was the same in each plot (95%). 

This section will be updated annually with new photos taken prior to follow up control. 

See Appendix 2 for details. 

‘Carmen’s method’ is also a trial of hand removal. 

 

 

Contact us for assistance by emailing crewcoordinator@kingislandlandcare.org.au or phone 03 64621825.  

https://nre.tas.gov.au/invasive-species/weeds/weed-hygiene
mailto:crewcoordinator@kingislandlandcare.org.au
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Appendix 1 – Asparagus fern mapping in more close up detail 
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APPENDIX 2 Trial details 

Photo monitoring 
 

PLOT Control treatment (Note: all mixes include Envirodye)   First treatment  Second treatment 

Plot 1 Metsulfuron 0.15g/L, Pulse 2ml/L– AF pulled down off natives first 19/09/23  21/11/2024 – Pulse switched for Wetcit 8ml/L 

 Before control       After 1 year       After 2 years 

   

Metsulfuron can take up to 6 months to kill plants. Asparagus fern is reducing each year, but not effective enough to recommend.  

  

 



11 
 

 

 

PLOT Control treatment (Note: all mixes include Envirodye) First treatment  Second treatment 

Plot 2 Metsulfuron, Pulse.      19/09/23  21/11/2024 – Pulse switched for Wetcit 8ml/L 

– NOT pulled down, parts of AF not sprayed to avoid off-target damage and spraying above head 

 

  Before control      After 1 year       After 2 years 

   

As for Plot 1 
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PLOT Control treatment (Note: all mixes include Envirodye)  First treatment  Second treatment 

Plot 3 Metsulfuron, Glyphosate 8ml/L (@450g), Pulse – pulled down 19/09/23  21/11/2024 – Pulse switched for Wetcit 8ml/L 

 

 Before control       After 1 year      After 2 years 

    

Excellent results and virtually no regrowth after 3 years of spraying. 
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PLOT Control treatment (Note: all mixes include Envirodye) First treatment Second treatment 

Plot 4 Metsulfuron, Glyphosate, Pulse – NOT pulled down  19/09/23 21/11/2024 – Pulse switched for Wetcit 8ml/L 

  Before Control        After 1 year      After 2 years 

   

As for Plot 3. 
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PLOT Control treatment (Note: all mixes include Envirodye)  First treatment  Second treatment 

Plot 5 Dicamba + MCPA 4.7ml/L – pulled down   19/09/23  21/11/2024 – Pulse switched for Wetcit 8ml/L 

   Before Control      After 1 year        After 2 years 

    

Reasonable kill, but lots of regrowth after 1 year. Much less regrowth after 2 years. 
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PLOT Control treatment (Note: all mixes include Envirodye) First treatment Second treatment 

Plot 6 Dicamba + MCPA – NOT pulled down    19/09/23 21/11/2024 – Pulse switched for Wetcit 8ml/L 

   Before Control      After 1 year        After 2 years 

    

As for Plot 5 
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PLOT Control treatment (Note: all mixes include Envirodye)  First treatment  Second treatment 

Plot 7 Grazon 3.5ml/L, Wetcit 4 ml/L– pulled down   15/11/23  21/11/2024 –Wetcit 8ml/L 

   Before Control       After 1 year       After 2 years 

    

Similar results as Plots 3 and 4. 
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PLOT Control treatment (Note: all mixes include Envirodye)  First treatment  Second treatment 

Plot 8 Grazon, Wetcit – NOT pulled down    15/11/23  21/11/2024 – Wetcit 8ml/L 

   Before Control      After 1 year       After 2 years 

     

As for Plot 7 

CONCLUSIONS at 21/6/2024 

All plots have shown that it is not necessary to cut down climbing parts of Asparagus fern prior to spraying, nor do they need to be sprayed above shoulder height. 

All plots except for 1 and 2 seem to have died with the same level of success after 2 years. 

This section will be updated annually with new photos taken prior to follow up control. 


